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No Room in the Inn 
By Ida A. Guirey 


O ROOM in the inn— 
In a manger they laid Thee; 
But now, King of kings, 
In our hearts we enthrone Thee. 


Oh, bless us today 

As we worship before Thee, 
And grant us Thy grace 

As we praise and adore Thee; 


Our Saviour and Lord, 

Our divine Elder Brother— 
As Thou hast loved us 

May we love one another. 
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Reverence on the Platform 
Leaders of Christian meetings should 
be reverent in dealing with the things 
of God, and show a certain measure of 
dignity in dealing with people. The free 
and easy life in America has many ad- 
vantages, but it has a tendency to lower 
the tone in certain religious services. 
Both the Scriptures and custom lead 
people to expect that things will be done 
decently and in order.in Sunday school, 
church, conferences, and even evange- 
listic meetings. Surely there is a dif- 
ference between a funeral and child- 
dren’s and young people’s meetings, but 
there need not be a false solemnity in 
the one nor reckless frivolity in the 
other. If humor is to be used on the 
platform, it should be of the best qual- 
ity and kept within bounds, and should 


not be heavy, forced, cheap, or irrev- 
erent. Jokes relating to quarrels be- 
tween husbands and wives are nearly 
always in bad taste, and it is dangerous 
to tell funny stories that will always 
come back to the hearers’ minds when 
a certain Bible character is mentioned. 
Some speakers have the very unfortu- 
nate habit of putting wives and women 
in general in a bad light in their stories 
and side remarks. This is not only un- 
scriptural and discourteous, but certainly 
is not calculated to win the respect of 
the women in the audience, or prepare 
them for a sympathetic hearing of the 
message. Spurgeon was a master of 
humor, and he used it effectively in his 
preaching and writing. If he used sar- 
casm and irony, on occasion, it was in 
dealing with hypocrites or arrogant sin- 
ners, or in telling his students in the 
college what not to do. Great care 
should be used in passing from familiar 
talk in the opening of a service to seri- 
ous hymns and passages of Scripture, 
for a too sudden transition shecks most 
people’s sensibilities, whether or not 
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they stop to analyze their feelings. It 
cannot be said that humor ought never 
to be used, but it ought to be handled 
skillfully and carefully. Familiarity is 
sometimes in place, but a speaker ought 
not to presume on the good will and 
patience of his audience. It would be 
well if all Christian song leaders, super- 
intendents, and pastors would keep these 
words in mind in conducting the musical 
part of a service: “Let the word of 
Christ dwell in you richly in all wis- 
dom; ‘teaching and admonishing one an- 
other in psalms and hymns and spiritual 
songs, singing with grace in your hearts 
to the Lord” (Col. 3:16). Here is room 
for the fine old hymns and Gospel songs 
and choruses that are Scriptural and 
reverent. In the leadership of all Chris- 
tian services it is well also to remember 
Peter's exhortation: “If any,man speak, 
let him speak as the oracles of God; if 
any man minister, let him do it as of 
the ability which God giveth: that God 
in all things may be glorified through 
Jesus Christ, to whom be praise and 
dominion for ever and ever” (1 Pet. 4:11), 
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A Call to Prayer on Watch Night 


Issued by the Great Commission Prayer League, Chicago 


To Ministers and Praying People Every- 
where 


Greetings: 
OD has been pleased to bless Watch 
(> Night and weeks of prayer assem- 
blies since Wesley, Whitefield, 


and about seventy of their brethren met 
in 1739 for special seasons of prayer for 
revival. Such united prayer has re- 
sulted in incalculable good to congre- 
gations and communities. 

Divine exhortations to prayer should 
be taken to heart today more than ever. 
“Knowing the time, that now it is high 
time to awake out of sleep: for now is 
our salvation nearer than when we be- 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“Ask, and it shall be given you; 
seek, and ye shall find; knock, and 
it shall be opened unto you” 
(Matt. 7:7). 























lieved. The night is far spent, the day 
is at hand: let us therefore cast off the 
works. of darkness, and let us*put on the 
armour of light. Let us walk honestly, 
as in the day; not in rioting and drunk- 
enness, not in chambering and wanton- 
ness, not in strife and envying. But put 
ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make 
not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the 
lusts thereof” (Rom. 13:11-14). We 
should diligently observe Christ’s call 
to “watch and pray” (Matt. 26:41). 

All Christians need Bible teaching on 
prayer. Our Lord taught His disciples. 
Times of prayer are needed for instruc- 
tion by the generality of believers. The 
World-Wide Week of Prayer (Jan, 6-13, 
1952) is an institute of prayer for the 
instruction of God’s people. The various 
topics have to do with the objects of 
prayer. The theory and practice of 
prayer have more attention at such sea- 
sons. Officers, members, and parents es- 
pecially, and all Christians can be helped 
into a life of prayer by only such means, 
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Prayers are effectual in calling down 
blessings God desires to give His Church, 
All Christians need to commune with 
God in order te be used of God. Only 
those who draw nigh to Him will ex- 
perience His drawing nigh unto them, 
The Reformation and the Great Awak- 
ening did not come through sleeping 
Christians. Luther, Whitefield, the Wes- 
leys, Isaac Watts, Jonathan Edwards, 
Finney, and Moody were concerned for 
a work of God. The world would never 
have known such times of refreshing 
apart from prayer and Spirit-directed 
labors. 

It has become increasingly clear to 
many thoughtful ministers and others 
that a great work of God is the greatest 
need of our times. But in order to get 
God to do His own strange and mighty 
work of reviving His people, there must 
be greater dependence upon Him, mani- 
fested in strong cryings and supplication 
for that work. The worker must be 
managed by the Lord. His will must be 
lost in God’s will; His works wrought 
in God. There is no place for self-will 
in God’s kind of revival. 


MINISTERS AND REVIVAL 


Ministers should take leadership, 
which is theirs from the Lord, in pro- 
moting revival. Every Biblical revival 
began with a consecrated servant of God, 
The Lord’s instructions to His disciples, 
and His last words to the ministers of 
the seven churches in Asia, indicate that 
He expects His ministers to take the lead 
in promoting a spiritual awakening. If 
the minister fails, God will use laymen. 

We can have old-time revivals in our 
churches if we observe God’s laws of 
revival. These are as fixed as the stars 
are in their courses. Spiritual cause 
and effect are the same now as of old. 
Men who observed God’s rules and regu- 
lations had revival experience. The an- 
nals of revivals supply examples. 


RosBert HALDANE OF GENEVA 


Robert Haldane lived at a time when 
multitudes of professing Christians had 
thrown away their belief in the deity 
of Christ and the authority of the Bible. 
They had listened to a new theology 
and turned away from the faith of their 
fathers. Moral and spiritual darkness 
prevailed in Geneva, and elsewhere on 
the Continent. False doctrines were 
zealously propagated. Dangerous forms 
of semi-evangelicalism corrupted the 
thinking of multitudes. Even students 
were ignorant of even the most elemen- 
tal Bible doctrines. Young Haldane 
gave himself to the study of the Scrip- 
tures and to prayer. Soon God began 
to work through this young minister 
and he was asked to extend his min- 
istry to the Continent. In those days 
of peace following the war, Haldane and 
his wife were warmly received. He 
planned to spend a few months in this 
new ministry: but God so used him that 
he had to stay three whole years. When 
he returned to Geneva a new door of 
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utterance was opened to him. At first 
all seemed about as usual: but soon, 
through a series of divine providences, 
he found that his messages were at- 
tended to by many and evidently were 
aided by the ministry of the Spirit. Men 
responded to the truth presented under 
the influence of the Spirit of God. Desire 
and determination to learn Scriptural 
truth were soon transformed into yearn- 
ing for God, whose Word they had re- 
ceived. The grace of Christ overwhelmed 
them. Students won to Christ became 
revival firebrands. 


CONGREGATIONAL REVIVALS 


In the New England revivals late in 
the eighteenth century (1797 through 
1803) God visited nearly two hundred 
Christian congregations in Connecticut, 
Massachusetts, and Vermont with re- 
vivals in purity and power. They were 
indeed a work of the Spirit of God. 
These congregational seasons of refresh- 
ing from God’s presence were led by 
ministers. They were extensive and 
abiding. Their influence was felt for 
years and years. The converts for the 
most part were genuine, and revealed 
it in stability and exemplary Christian 
conduct in ways of righteousness. These 
revivals in almost two hundred isolated 
congregations conformed to those char- 
acteristics mentioned in the eighty-fifth 
Psalm. These revivals in New England 
towns and cities one hundred and fifty 
years ago are specimens of the kind of 
work needed today. Ministerial leader- 
ship in revival is definitely His will. 

When a minister walks with God in 
paths of righteousness, is emptied of self- 
will, and does God’s work in His time 
and way, the blessing of God, in revival 
proportions, even without outside as- 
sistance, will visit his congregation, The 
Lord desires to grant this blessing. It 
is His will to clothe His ministers with 
salvation, and to give them ability to turn 
many to righteousness. Should we not 
all pray that, through God’s ministers 
in our time, the Spirit. will visit Chris- 
tian congregations with such revivals as 
will give Him the honor and glory which 
is His due? As you are well aware, 
from the Scriptures, there can be no 
spiritual advancement by individuals or 
congregations apart from a revival of 
prayer, 

Therefore, let Christians, families, and 
congregations give themselves to prayer 
for the blessings God has linked with 
prayer, and. do everything possible to 
rouse the Church of God to make full 
use of the public prayer opportunities on 
Watch Night and all during the World- 
Wide Week of Prayer. 

Watch Nicut, Decemser 31 

Watch Night is a night to be much 
remembered by Christians everywhere. 
Great revival movements were born in 
Watch Night. And at a Watch Night 
meeting in Chicago Coliseum (1909) 
Thomas E, Stephens, founder of the 


(Continued on page 1117) 
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Notes on Open Letters 


Should Christians Support 
Television Programs? 


I have been a reader of THE Sunpay 
Scuoo. Times for a number of years 
and admire it for its high standards and 
sound doctrine. There is one problem 
that I would like to have your opinion 
on. Is it right for Christian programs 
to go on television? As television is 
today it seems questionable that sep- 
arated Christians should have it in 
their homes. Would it not then be 
wrong to support the work with your 
money? Does it not tend to make 
Christian programs sensational? I 
have made it a matter of prayer for 
a long time and as yet have not felt 
led to aid in the support of this work. 
—A Pennsylvania reader, 

There are two problems in this letter: 
(1) Should television be used for Chris- 
tian programs and should Christians sup- 
port them? (2) Should Christians have 
television in their homes? 


Twice this year the Times has had 
articles on television. The first one de- 
scribed Dr. Percy Crawford’s program, 
“Youth on the March” (Jan. 27, 1951). 
This article told of great blessing that 
had come to those in different parts of 
the country who had seen and heard the 
program. The second article was in 
“Notes on Open Letters” (Aug. 11), and 
quoted a short article on television by 
the Rev. Newton C. Conant of Camden, 
N. J., which appeared in his church cal- 
endar. This had to do with television 
sets in the home, and advised extreme 
caution in the use of television. It told 
of the bad effect that many programs 
have on children and how the schools 
are complaining because boys and girls 
are falling behind in their lessons as a 
result of spending too much time watch- 
ing the programs. Many Christian peo- 
ple do have television sets today, and 
believe that they can use them with dis- 
cretion. But many families with young 
children still in the home feel that it 
is not wise even to have a television set 
in the house, for it is a continual source 
of temptation to young and old, and hard 
to control. The question to be answered 
by individual Christians, and particularly 
parents, is: Can I have a television set 
in my home without danger to the spir- 
itual life of myself or my family? 

The second problem is different. It is 
a fact that certain men, as for example 
Jack Wyrtzen and Percy Crawford, have 
been using television in the preaching of 
the Gospel, and have had many good 
results. What they are doing is using 
a modern invention to get the Gospel 
into homes, restaurants, taprooms, hotels, 
clubs, and other places where it will be 
heard by people who would not think 
of attending a church or evangelistic 
service. There is nothing essentially 
wrong in this, and, as in the former prob- 
lem, individual Christians will have to 
decide, before God, whether they should 
support the programs with their gifts. 
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Ill. Witnesses of His Birth 





When the King came as a humble child 


THE IGNORANT INNKEEPER 


EADING that “there was no room 
R for them in the inn” for the ex- 

pectant mother, we can imagine 
that the innkeeper had been approached 
for suitable accommodations, but none 
could be found. Owing to the edict for 
all to register, travelers crowded the 
highways, and space in the small inn 
was at a premium. It was thus that the 
innkeeper had a cattle stall prepared for 
Mary, in which she might bear her 
Child. Yet had the innkeeper known 
the royalty of the One to be born, he 
would have made room for Him, even 
though it might have meant surrender- 
ing his own room. But Christ came as 
King in disguise. He came as King, and 
must have a palace—which was the man- 
ger. He came as King, and must have 
courtiers, which were beasts. 

If the inn, a place of public resort, 
represents social life, then there is little 
room for Christ in such today. Social 
circles have a way of treating Christ 
with cold indifference. They have no 
room for Jesus, King of Glory. The out- 
side place is good enough for Him. They 
have plenty of room for business, pleas- 
ure, and activities of all kinds, but little 
room for Christ. Let us take heed lest 
we exclude Him from any part of our 
life. 

Why was the stable chosen as the 
birthplace of our Lord? Was it not that 
He might reprove the glory of the world 
and condemn the vanities of life? That 
Babe in the stall, outside the inn, is 
eloquent of the truth of His willing con- 
descension in our behalf. He was rich, 
yet for our sakes He became poor. Yet 
although His surroundings were so mean, 
angels above shouted their hallelujahs, 
and a star brought the wise and great to 
His side! Although He never had a mag- 
nificent retinue of servants attending 
His birth, He yet came as the King who 
would cause the kings of earth to 
tremble. 

THe Wise MEN 

Conspicuous among the visitors to the 
young Child were the learned men from 
the East. How deeply they were moved 
by the birth of One who was to change 
the course of events! These students of 
Scripture and the stars were guided by 
a miraculous star to the very place 
where Christ was to be found. That 
they were more desirous of finding Him 
than the scribes, whose advice they 
sought, is evident from the fact that 
the Magi came to Christ, while the 
scribes did not. 

As it was a practice in the East for 
all approaching a king to give him gifts, 
so the Wise Men presented to Christ, 


The Gospel writers d@& not attempt 
to be sensational or dramatic, but 
they declare the greatest facts and 
describe the most tremendous events 
in simple words. Eloquent of the 
world’s ignorance and indifference is 
Luke’s statement that “there was no 
room for them in the inn” (2:7). The 
innkeeper is the first of six groups of 
witnesses that Dr. Lockyer describes 
in this concluding article of his 
series of three. He contrasts those 
who loved and worshiped Christ 
with those who despised Him. 








born King of the Jews, their gifts en- 
abling Joseph and Mary to find their 
way back to Egypt. These men of faith 
and purpose had no doubt about the 
fulfillment of prophecy, neither regard- 
ing the Kingship of Christ. They trav- 
eled weary miles over the hot desert 
sands, and never halted until they saw 
Him of whom the prophets spoke. 

Although at the end of their arduous 
journey they only saw a babe, they yet 
believed in Him and worshiped Him as 
King. Truly, as Bishop Ryle remarks, 
“theirs is a striking example of faith. 
They believed in Christ when they had 
never seen Him—but that was not all. 
They believed in Him when the scribes 
and Pharisees were wunbelieving—but 
that again was not all. They believed 
in Him when they saw the little infant 
on Mary’s knee and worshiped Him as 
King. This was the crowning point of 
their faith—they saw no miracles to con- 
vince them. They heard no teaching to 
persuade them. They saw nothing but 
a new-born infant, helpless and weak 
and needing a mother’s care, like any 
one of ourselves. When they saw the 
infant, they believed they saw the di- 
vine Saviour of the world. ‘They fell 
down, and worshipped him.’ We read 
of no greater faith in the whole volume 
of the Bible.” 


SAINTLY SIMEON 


Another spectator of the most signifi- 
cant birth of all history was old Simeon, 
who, without doubt, was endued with a 
prophetic spirit. This “just and devout” 
man kept the light of prophecy burning 
when religion was at a low ebb in Is- 
rael. Simeon means “one who hears or 
obeys.” Well, he certainly knew the 
voice speaking in the prophets of old, 
and obeyed the light received. Coming 
into the Temple, Simeon took the Babe 
up in his arms and blessed God, and 
every word of his blessed benediction 
is worthy of prayerful study. 

At last faith had been justified, and 
Simeon could die without fear. “Lord, 
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now lettest thou thy servant depart in 
peace, ... for mine eyes have seen thy 
salvation.” In this song, Simeon was not 
ashamed to declare that this One, born 
in the city of David, was the Saviour 
of the world—the light to lighten the 
Gentiles, and the glory of His people 
Israel. This was more than the letter- 
learned scribes of his times had dis- 
cerned. These were the men who looked 
upon Christ as a sign to be spoken 
against and to whom He would become 
“a stone of stumbling, and a rock of of- 
fence.” With Simeon it was so different. 
No wonder his prophecy caused Joseph 
and Mary to marvel over all that was 
being said regarding Jesus. Every addi- 
tional witness added to their knowledge 
of Him for whom they were to care 
through the years. Shepherds, angels, 
now a Spirit-taught prophet, all alike 
contributed to the adoration the parents 
of our Lord felt. 

Ere long, ours will be the thrill of 
having our eyes see our salvation, for 
Christ is our salvation. What joy will 
be ours to gaze upon Him, whom our 
souls have loved so long! 


ADORING ANNA 


How imperative it is to count the aged 
Anna among the witnesses of Christ’s 
birth! Though she is mentioned nowhere 
else in the New Testament—a distinction 
Anna shares with saintly Simeon—we 
can detect divine wisdom in that a 
woman and a man should testify to the 
fact of the Incarnation. “Simeon and 
Anna, standing near the infant Jesus, 
are types of the Old Covenant decaying 
in the presence of the New, which shall 
never grow old.” In the mouth of two 
witnesses it shall be established. 

This woman, whose brief yet precious 
biography speaks of an unsullied char- 
acter, of self-denial, of unceasing prayer, 
had no doubt regarding the identity of 
the Babe born in Bethlehem. To all 
who looked for redemption, this prophet- 
ess had the rich reward for all her god- 
liness of seeing the long-promised Re- 
deemer, and with joy assures the saints 
of the fulfillment of God’s promises as 
to the Messiah. 

There is much about Anna worthy of 
our imitation. She was not carried away 
by the wickedness surrounding her. She 
kept herself unspotted from the world 
and, living in the promises, patiently 
awaited the coming Saviour. At this 
distant time, can we say that the same 
life of faith is ours? Are we looking 
for our complete redemption from sin, 
sorrow, and Satan? By character and 
conduct are we declaring our eager an- 
ticipation for the second advent of 
Christ? 
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THe CYNICAL SCRIBES 


The reaction of the religious leaders to 
the birth of Christ is also worthy of 
consideration. Troubled Herod sought 
the advice of the scribes and Pharisees 
as to the place where Jesus should be 
born. Quoting the Scriptures that an- 
swered the anxious monarch, they said, 
“In Bethlehem of Judzwa.” This very 
knowledge condemned them, for they did 
not go to Christ, although they aided 
the Wise Men to find Him. The scribes 
were like milestones pointing out the 
way to travelers, but themselves remain- 
ing motionless, “If the actual birthplace 
of Christ did not agree with their Scrip- 
tural reply, there would be strong evi- 
dence, to start with, against the claims 
of Jesus. On the other hand, if it did, 
the motive to examine His subsequent 
claims would be strong, had they been 
sincere.” 

The attitude of these scribes and 
Pharisees teaches us that it is not always 
those who are blessed with most re- 
ligious privileges who give most honor to 
Christ. With their knowledge of the pro- 
phetic Word, they should have been the 
first to hasten to Bethlehem, and look 
upon the Babe, whose day Abraham 
longed to see. But Christ came unto His 
own, those of His own religious persua- 
sion, and they received Him not. 

These men of grave and moral word, 

With consciences defiled, 

Said, “‘Let the old truth still be heard, 

We want no Child.” 

Familiarity, we say, can breed con- 
tempt, and this was certainly true with 
these religious leaders who had the 
Scriptures in the head, but no grace in 
the heart. They told Herod where Christ 
should be born, but never went to the 
manger to welcome the Saviour. 

When the Wise Men saw the Child, 
they believed and surrendered of their 
best, but the scribes and Pharisees re- 
mained aloof and unbelieving. They 
never recognized the royalty and deity 
of the One born of Mary, and right on 
until He died in agony and shame, they 
were conspicuous Christ-haters. Alas, 
their ilk are not dead, for in the min- 
istry today we have those who, with all 
their Bible knowledge and religious 
privileges and position, reject His virgin 
birth and His claims as the Son of God! 


HATEFUL HEROD 

The opposite effect of the birth of Christ 
on those around Him is shown by the 
troubled state of mind experienced by 
Herod, the king. No wonder he was 
agitated. “Jesus in His cradle is mightier 
than Herod on his throne.” Have you 
noticed that when Jesus is spoken of as 
King, the capital “K” is used, while for 
the monstrous Herod only a small “k” is 
given? All earthly potentates pale into 
insignificance alongside the glory and 
splendor of “the King Eternal.” 

But what was it that troubled Herod 
when he heard of what had happened at 
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Bethlehem? Well, he had reason to be 
afraid, seeing the Pharisees had warned 
him of the end of the Herodian dynasty. 
Therefore, if the One the Wise Men had 
spoken of was truly King, he must seek to 
destroy Him, which he tried to do in the 
slaughter of the innocents, once he found 
the Wise Men had failed to return from 
their visit to the Child, with the desired 
information. 

Says Joseph Parker, commenting upon 
this incident: “No man has troubled 
the human heart so much as Christ. His 
whole course is a rebuke to evil. A Babe 
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‘troubling’ a king! The good have ever 
‘troubled’ the bad. The nefarious book- 
keeper is troubled by the eye of his 
honest companion.” 

One concluding question. How has the 
fact of Christ affected us? Is ours the 
attitude of the adoring shepherds, or 
that of Herod, trembling because of the 
possible loss of his throne? When the 
Lordship of Christ is fully recognized, 
many Herods are troubled. Dagon must 
fall to pieces when the ark is carried 
into the Temple. 


OKLAHOMA Clty. 


IV. Victorious Christian Living, and Legalism 


Why the Law cannot deliver the believer from the power of sin 


“O wretched man that I am! who shall 
deliver me from the body of this death? 
I thank God through Jesus Christ our 
Lord” (Rom. 7:24, 25). 

AN a Christian live a life that is 
victorious over sin? This is a vex- 
ing question to many, argued pro and 
con in Christian circles. Can a Chris- 
tian live victoriously “under grace” as 
a rule of life rather than “under law”? 


This is a still more vexing question, 
doubted by many, openly denied by 
some. 


A believer must view himself under 
the Ten Commandments as a rule of life, 
many Christians insist, and be governed 
by rules and regulations in order not 
to fall into sin. It is impossible, they 
maintain, to live a holy life without the 
imposition of external ordinances. But 
they contend that by keeping such regu- 
lations “I” can live a holy life, well- 
pleasing to God. 

But those who make such claims face 
an embarrassing dilemma when their 
contentions are examined in the light of 
the Word of God. How can “I” live the 
Christian life, when according to the 
Scriptures “I” is dead (Gal. 2:20), and 
the Christian has been delivered from 
the principle of legalism “by death” as 
a member of “the body of Christ” and 
at the same time by marriage to the 
risen Christ? (Rom. 7:4.) 

The obvious answer to the question of 
victorious, Christian living and legalism, 
in the face of the dilemma presented by 
the Word of God, is that, although “I” 
wants to live the Christian life and 
thinks he can by observing precepts, he 
is doomed to failure. Moreover, God 
does not require it. Legalists need to 
realize that God does not ask “me” to 
live the Christian life, for He knows 
that it is a supernatural life, and “I” 
cannot. Nay, more than that, because 
“I” am “in Christ,” He has pronounced 
death upon self, so that it is utterly im- 
possible for me to live the Christian life. 

Instead of miserable self-occupation, 
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God asks and expects me to be occupied 
with Christ and to let Him live His very 
own life in me by the Spirit. And what 
a difference between “I” (occurring 
thirty-three times in this gloomy seventh 
chapter of Romans with its defeat and 
despair), trying vainly under a principle 
of legalism to live the Christian life, and 
Christ living His own glorious resur- 
rected life in me in the power of the 
Spirit, as in Romans 8 (where the Holy 
Spirit is mentioned nineteen times)! The 
difference is that between victory and 
defeat; joy and despair: success and fail- 
ure; restful faith and toiling unbelief; 
occupation with Christ and occupation 
with self. 


I. LEGALISM Dors Not DeELiver From SIN 
(Rom. 7: 7-24) 

Keeping laws, rules, and regulations 
can never make people good. Sin is 
something far deeper than mere external 
conduct, although it does show up in our 
conduct. A man is not necessarily moral 
or good because his outward conduct 
conforms to laws, either social or re- 
ligious, 


1. The Law was never intended to de- 
liver from sin (Rom. 7:5, 6).—In verse 
5, Paul is thinking primarily of himself 
and other Jewish believers when they 
were in their former unregenerate state 
under the Law. So far from being set 
free by the Law from evil desires and 
other manifestations of sin, the passions 
of sins “which were through the law,” 
he declares, were all the while working 
“in our members to bring forth fruit 
unto death.” The Law, in other words, 
was powerless to rescue its devotees 
from the guilt and power of sin. 

In verse 6, the apostle turns in contrast 
to his regenerate state. “But now,” he 
Says, “we are delivered from ([dis- 
charged from obligation to] the law, that 
being dead wherein we were held: that 
we should serve in newness of spirit 
{with a motive of love], and not in the 








Li 


(t! 
we 
sif 
th 


av 


on 
sa 
se 





ever 
00k - 
This 


s the 
; the 
;, or 
' the 

the 
ized, 
must 
‘ried 


'h.D, 


pied 
ery 
vhat 
ring 
nth 
and 
iple 
and 
sur- 
the 
loly 


and 
ail- 
ief; 
‘ion 


SIN 


ons 

is 
nal 
our 
ral 
uct 


le- 
rse 
elf 
ley 
ate 
set 
nd 
ns 
Vv, 

ng 
uit 
ds, 
eS 








Lesson for December 30 


oldness of the letter [with a legal mo- 
tive].” 

Like the apostle, we shall feel an un- 
speakable delight in finding ourselves 
serving God in all the capacities of our 
love-filled being the more our complete 
freedom from the Law or legalism in 
general is realized. Instead of, verily, 
“T thought I ought to do,” it is now, “I 
delight to do.” Now the will of God 
will be done “as it is in heaven,” with 
a delightful spontaneity in the true spirit 
of gracious service, and not by the 
“earthly rudiments” of ordinance and 
precepts. 

2. The Law was intended to reveal sin 
(Rom. 7:7214).—In pointing out that the 
Law was never intended to deliver from 
sin the apostle pauses to demonstrate 
to an objector that the Law itself is not 
sinful, but rather exposes sin (v. 7). 
“What shall we say then? Is the law 
sin?” In chapter 6, Paul has been tell- 
ing us we died to sin. Now he tells 
us that we died to the Law. His enemies 
(the enemies of grace) said, “You say 
we died to the law: you therefore clas- 
sify the law with sin!” “Perish the 
thought!” cries the apostle. “Nay, I had 
not known sin, but by the law.” 

“IT had not known lust [coveting], ex- 
cept the law had said, Thou shalt not 
covet.” The apostle selects the Com- 
mandment against covetousness as an 
illustration of the sin-revealing ministry 
of the Law because this particular sin 
is inveterate and most easily hidden from 
our own eyes as well as the eyes of 
others. Yet the Law exposes it (Exod. 
20:7: Deut, 5:21), though it is powerless 
to effect deliverance from it. 

But the Law not only reveals but 
arouses sin (vs. 8-11). “But sin, taking 
occasion by the commandment, wrought 
in me all manner of concupiscence.” 
Indwelling sin made its power felt 
through a quickened Law that became a 
direct divine commandment to the apos- 
tle. But he had no strength to perform 
what he knew he ought in the light of 
the holy Law and the demands of his 
awakened conscience. Then came sin’s 
opportunity to prove that its “strength” 
was “the law.” 

“For without the law sin was dead.” 
It was like a sleeping giant until aroused 
by the voice of the Law. The stern 
“Thou shalt nots” of the Decalogue pro- 
duced a psychological reaction. Tell a 
man not to do something, and he natu- 
rally wants to do it. Sin, quickened into 
activity by the Law, which calls atten- 
tion to it, but which cannot enable the 
human will to conquer it, is not to be 
triumphed over on the mere human 
plane. Man’s strength is not God’s way 
of overcoming indwelling sin. That 
power does not reside in the human will, 
but always and only in the Holy Spirit. 

“For I was alive without the law 
once.” The apostle refers to his self- 


satisfied state as an unregenerate Phari- 
see before he met the risen Christ. In 
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his spiritual deadness, he considered 
himself “blameless” (Phil. 3:6). “But 
when the commandment came” to his 
conscience, making its imperious claims 
felt, “sin revived, and I died.” He was 
ready then to accept the position of a 
man undone (Isa. 6:5) as his sin stood 
revealed in the pure light of God’s holy 
Law. 

“And the commandment, which was 
ordained to life,” which said, “This do 
and thou shalt live,” the apostle “found 
to be unto death,” because of the sin 
stirred up, and revealed in all its hein- 
ousness. “For sin, taking occasion by 
the commandment, deceived me, and by 
it slew me.” Thus, as far as the Law 
was concerned, Paul saw himself under 
the death sentence, hopeless and helpless. 
This is how every legalist must see him- 
self as far as legalism is concerned if 
he is to enjoy the wondrous grace of 
God in Christ. 

The Law is now vindicated (vs. 12, 13). 
Instead of this setting aside of the Law 
as a way of life making it out to be sin- 
ful, the Law makes me out to be sinful! 
Exposing sin’s true character, tearing 
off its mask, and proving it exceedingly 
sinful, the Law is, rightly understood, 
a preparer for grace, a “schoolmaster,” 
stern and severe, “to bring us unto 
Christ, that we might be justified by 
faith” (Gal, 3:24). 

3. The Law was intended to reveal the 
failure of self (Rom. 7:14-24).—These 
important verses depict the exercises and 
struggles of a regenerated soul, who has 
not yet learned the way of deliverance 
through grace, but struggles vainly for 
victory through the Law. It is not 
merely a_ conflict between the two 
natures. Primarily the picture is that 
of a believing Jew, struggling to attain 
holiness by employing the Law as a rule 
of life, and resolutely attempting to com- 
pel his old nature to be subject to it. 
In Christian circles, the average Gentile 
believer goes through the same weary 
experience because of the prevalence of 
the leaven of legality almost every- 
where, 

When one is saved, it is natural to 
suppose that all that is necessary to 
achieve a life of holiness and power is 
to subject oneself to Law. God here 
permits the test to be recorded on the 
pages of Scripture to show His people 
that the flesh in a believer is not one 
whit better than the flesh in an unbe- 
liever, and that deliverance comes only 
by ceasing from self-effort and by oc- 
cupation with Christ risen. 

Self is carnal and sinful (v. 14). Paul 
says we know “the law is spiritual,” 
coming from Him who is Eternal Spirit 
and addressed to men’s spirits. “But I 
{the old man] am carnal,” dominated by 
the corrupt, old nature, manifesting itself 
throygh the physical body, “sold under 
sin.” This offers plain evidence that 
the “old nature” is not removed nor 
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improved in the Christian, but is still 
present, and is still sold as a slave un- 
der the tyranny of sin, the result of 
Adam’s fall. It is this old, befouled 
nature that is the source of the failure 
of self. 


Self is worthless and completely in- 
capable of keeping the Law (vs. 15-19). 
In the conflict between I (the personal- 
ity controlled by the new nature) and I 
(the personality dominated by the old 
nature) the inevitable defeat of the for- 
mer is graphically portrayed. “For that 
which I [the old man] do I [the new 
man] allow not: for what I [the new 
man] would, that do I [the old man] 
not; but what I [the new man] hate, 
that do I [the old man]” (v. 15). 

“If then I [the old man] do that which 
I [the new man] would not, I [the new 
man] consent unto the law that it is 
good” (v. 16). “Now then it is no more 
I [the new man] that do it, but sin that 
dwelleth in me” (vy. 17). 

The apostle proceeds to enlarge upon 
the fact that the “old nature,” express- 
ing itself in the flesh, is utterly corrupt 
and incapable of performing any good 
whatever, and completely incapacitates 
the Christian by self-effort to keep the 
Law. “For I [the new man] know 
that in me, (that is, in my flesh,) dwell- 
eth no good thing: for to will is present 
with me; but how to perform that which 
is good [the new man] find not” (v. 18). 

“For the good that I [the new man] 
would I [the old man] do not: but the 
evil which I [the new man] would not, 
that I [the old man] do” (v. 19). The 
result of this exhausting round of self- 
effort and self-occupation is repeatedly 
shown in this passage to be continual 
defeat because of the worthlessness of 
self and its incapability of keeping the 
Law. 

Self is dominated by the old nature 
(v. 20). Not removed nor improved it 
is inevitable that the old nature should 
seek to gain supremacy over the be- 
liever’s personality. “If I [the old 
nature] do that I [the new nature] would 
not, it is no more I [the new nature] 
that do it, but sin [in the old nature] 
that dwelleth in me.” The old nature 
invariably does gain the upper hand un- 
less the believer keeps on reckoning him- 
self “dead indeed unto sin, but alive 
unto God” in union with Jesus Christ 
our Lord (Rom. 6:11). 

Self constantly checkmates I (the new 
man) (vs.' 21-23). The “I” (the new 
man) delights in the Law of God (v. 
22). But “the law of my mind,” although 
agreeing with the “law of God,” cannot 
keep it, because of “another law,” “the 
law of sin which is in my members,” 
operating in the Christian and bringing 
all of his best efforts to keep the Law 
of God to complete frustration. 

Self must acknowledge complete de- 
feat (v. 24). Not until the believer con- 


(Continued on page 1116) 
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A Survey of Religious Life and Thought 


Encouragements and warnings from 


all the world 





"Tite Two Hundredth Anniversary of 
the death of Philip Doddridge was 
celebrated this year. A man worthy 
of commemoration, he is now remem- 
bered chiefly by such hymns as, “O 
happy day that fixed my choice,” “O God 
of Bethel by whose hand,” “Ye servants 
of the Lord,” “See Israel’s gentle Shep- 
herd stand,” for example. It is inter- 
esting to know that his custom was to 
follow his sermon with a hymn written 
by himself, each one to illustrate the 
message he had delivered. One is not 
surprised, then, that there should have 
been 374 in a collection left four years 
after his death, which collection was a 
great evangelical power in its day. 
Also of great evangelical influence was 
his “Rise and Progress of Religion in 
the Soul,” translated into many lan- 
guages, and his “Family Expositor,” 
which, in six volumes, served his gen- 
eration and those following. He died 
at the early age of forty-nine in Portu- 
gal, whence he had fled to escape tuber- 
culosis. His was a loving spirit and, in 
a time full of conflict and theological 
controversy, he had the respectful friend- 
ship of all. Dr. Samuel Johnson spoke of 
him as the author cf one of the finest 
epigrams in the English language. It 
was based on Doddridge’s familv motto, 
“Dum vivimus, vivamus” (“While we 
live, let us live”). 
Live while you live, the epicure would say, 
And seize the pleasures of the present day. 
Live while you live, the sacred preacher 


cries, 

And give to God each moment as it flies. 

Lord, in my views, let both united be; 

I live in pleasure when I live to Thee. 

His fine, and little-known New Year’s 
hymn, “Ebenezer,” is worthy to stand 
with Addison’s, “When all thy mercies, 
O my God.” We offer it for 1952! 

My helper God. I bless His name; 

The same His power; His grace the same. 

The tokens of His friendly care 

Open and crown and close the year. 

I 'midst ten thousand dangers stand, 

Supported by His guardian hand; 

And see, when I survey my ways, 

Ten thousand monuments of praise. 

Thus far His arm has led me on; 

Thus far I make His mercy known; 

And, while I tread this desert land, 

New mercies shall new songs demand. 

My grateful soul, on Jordan’s shore, 

Shall raise one sacred pillar more; 

Then bear, in His bright courts above, 

Inscriptions of immortal love. 


Phariseeism on Classical Models.—The 
New York Times, early this year, re- 
counted the arrest of a Brooklyn rabbi 
on a charge of co-operating with a gold 
smuggling ring. What is interesting to 
Bible students is that, bearded and 
dressed in ultra-orthodox garb, he an- 
nounced to the court, that he would not 





sign his name on a bail bond because 
he was not permitted by Jewish law 
to write on the Sabbath (Saturday). So 
the commissioner allowed him to make 
a cross. In marking the X, Rabbi Beer 
cupped his hand over that of his at- 
torney who was holding the pen so that 
the rabbi would not have to touch a 
writing instrument. As he was arrested 
after sundown Friday, the beginning of 
the Sabbath, he did not want to ride to 
the Federal House of Detention and was 
allowed to walk. 


La Vie de Christ (the Life of Christ) 
by Chinese artists has been recently 
published in Paris (Editions du Guide) 
—twenty-seven photographs of paintings 
on silk, representing as many scenes in 
Christ’s life. They are described as a 
new revelation of the human glory of 
the Gospel. 

“These illustrations, from an art dif- 
ferent indeed from ours, but not inferior, 
bear witness to a penetrating observa- 
tion of reality, and especially to an in- 
tense interior life such as to make one 
think of the words of Jesus. “They shall 
come from the east, and from the west, 

. and, behold, there are last [to be 
evangelized] which shaW be first.’” 


Where are the Paul Reveres of the re- 
licious press? And evangelical leaders 
—are they aware that the great Modern- 
ist machine proposes to use all its ac- 
cumulated powers to crowd the Revised 
Standard Version down our throats? 

In Leadership Education News Letter 
of the National Council of Churches for 
August, 1951, Mr. John C. Trever, execu- 
tive secretary of the Department of the 
English Bible (N.C.C.), writes on the 
Revised Standard Bible, which is not 
even finished, to say nothing of printed, 
hence never cnce examined by Amer- 
ican Christians: “Church leaders do not 
yet realize the opportunities they now 
have for welding the new version 
quickly into the curriculum of the edu- 
cational program of the church and into 
the hearts of Bible readers. Remember 
it took almost fifty years for the Kina 
James Version to win its way over the 
traditional Geneva Version.” 

The implication is that the work of 
displacing the “traditional” Authorized 
Version by the International Council of 
Religious Education’s Revised Standard 
Version ought to be more quickly ef- 
fected. 

“True, any new version,” continues 
Mr. Trever, “must face a period of re- 
sistance due to a familiarity on the part 
of most readers with the traditional. 
Even some religious educators, who are 
well aware of the limitations of the 
King James Version for conveying the 
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message of the Bible effectively to our 
generation, still persist in saying that 
it must never be changed or sup- 
planted” (significant word). 

“The extent to which the Revised 
Standard Version succeeds in bringing 
new spiritual insights (|!) to people 
will depend on a carefully planned edu- 
cational program in which the leaders 


of every church participate. These 
leaders will need information, inspira- 
tion, and determination (again signifi- 


cant word!). 

Leadership training schools are sug- 
gested. Minds prepared in these schools 
will be ready in 1953 to counter 
the initial biases which are sure to ap- 
pear among lay fol. After 1952, the 
job will be more difficult, 

“It is easier to prevent biases from 
arising than to educate them away after 
they have arisen.” 

After commending premotional liter- 
ature put out by the International Coun- 
cil of Religious Education to make clear 
the place of the Revised Standard Ver- 
sion in history (that version which is 
nct yet out), it tells us that Goodspeed’s 
“Hew Came the Bible?” gives a splen- 
did outline of the great sweep of Bible 
history which is now reaching another 
climax in the appearance of the new 
version,” 

“Use this course now to correct such 
popular fallacies as the oft-quoted state- 
ment, ‘If the King James (usually they 
say Saint James!) Version was good 
enough for St. Paul, it is good enough 
for me.’ Our laymen need to under- 
stand that the King James Version is 
one point in Bible history—significant 
to be sure—and that the march of his- 
tory demands periodic revision of the 
English Bible if the message is to be 
kept alive.” 

Rather should “our laymen” have a 
session in the woodshed with these half- 
baked church officials. 


The Memorial Edition of “The Church 
Militant” is devoted to the testimony 
and Home-going of the Rev. J. J.-D. Hall 
He was buried from St, Barthclomew’s 
Church, New York, with its great choir 
of fifty-one voices (one hundred per 
cent of the members in the city) lead- 
ing the singing. “They wouldn’t have 
done that for a millionaire, but they 
did it for ‘Daddy.’” Many of them had 
heard him preach in Wall Street. 

He had asked that a tract be placed 
in his hand if there wasn’t one there 
when he died. For two days he lay in 
state with the tract, “As ye go, preach,” 
a final exhortation to hundreds who 
came to see him in death. Other tracts 
—“Getting Ready To Move,” “Not Grow- 
ing Old.” “Gulf Bridged,” and the one 
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he used so much in street work, “The 
Bar”’—were p!a°ed on a table close by 
and were quickly taken. The ushers 
gave his “In Memoriam” tract to all 
who came to the service. 

All joined in that glorious hymn, 
“The strife is o’er, the battle done; the 
victory of life is won,” as the proces- 
sion of clergy, choir, and so on, with 
cross before, marched out onto the side- 
walk to form an honor guard for the 
body. This was done in recognition of 
Mr. Hall’s cpen-air ministry. “I think 
I have never known a happier funeral. 
Would that all funerals had that sense 
of joy and victory!” said Rector Anson 
Stokes Phelps. 

Among later testimonies has been that 
of the Rev. Michael Fryga, pastor of a 
large Methodist church in Gramling, 
S. C. He was a bank-runner in Wall 
Street, and stopped one day at Mr. Hall’s 
street meeting. “Daddv’s first recogni- 
tion of him was to tell him his pipe 
was strong enough to pull a stump out 
of the ground,” yet he came back each 
day and was soundly converted, “no 
longer a roaming (Roman) Catholic.” 
He made a long list of small things he 
had stolen, and, proceeded, by bicycle, 
to give them back. 

The Rev. Robert Man, rector of the 
large Church of the Ascension, Clear- 
water, Fla.. a Jewish stcekbroker’s run- 
ner at the time he ran into Dad’s Wall 
Street meeting, declares, “All that I am 
and ever will be, I owe to that man, 
under God.” 

The Rev. Charles Stutzer of the 
Church of the Redeemer. Okmulgee, 
Okla., was cailed to the ministry through 
the same Wall Street open-air minis- 
try. The Rev. Benjamin Ziglar, another 
of his preacher boys, left the newspaper 
business on faith and now pastors four 
Methodist churches in North Carolina. 
He wanted to take the last ride with 
Dad, and sat with the driver of the 
hearse. “Mr. Hall's casket was given to 
the undertaker for some poor person. 
‘As poor, yet making many rich’!” 

Many”? Yes, indeed! Mr. Hall’s tele- 
phone ministry numbered, in twelve 
vears, 850,000 calls. His testimony con- 
tinued to beyond the end. On the lead- 

car of his funeral was his old street 
sign, “Where will you spend eternity?” 

Mr, Creighton Dunlap, who continues 
Mr. Hall’s work, reports: “The Lord is 
blessing abundantly as we carry on this 
ministry he founded. Twelve hundred 
to fifteen hundred telephone calls are 
being received every week on the ser- 
mon telephones and the Philadelphia 
phone has almost a_ thousand calls 
weekly.” These are calls for religious 
advice and instruction, and their an- 
swering constitutes a great pastoral min- 
istry. 


The Bible Institute of Nogent (near 
Paris) has had thirty-six students this 
past year. Three hundred of its gradu- 
ates are at work on all continents. The 
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related Tabernacle on the Montmartre, 
Paris, has been carrying on evangelism 
in the villages of Normandy, especially 
in the market places. M. and Mme, 
Charlet are the leaders in this evange- 
lism. They have put up their Gcspel 
posters in twenty-eight villages, sold 
Scriptures, and preached in the open 
air. At Origny there was a duel (in 
words) with the priest in full market 
background. “No one supported the 
priest, whose hands trembled visibly.” 
In Mamers a great discussion evening 
took place between freethinkers and 
priests, but M. Charlet was not called on 
until two a.m. So he appointed an- 
other discussion on “Can one live with- 
out true religion?” and a group from the 
Tabernacle came out from Paris “pour 
m’epauler” (“to stand shoulder-close to 
me”). Gathering of one hundred and 
thirty; respectful attention. 


American Notes.—The [former] Fed- 
eral Council’s Department of Justice and 
Gocdwill goes through the motion of do- 
ing things, but nothing of importance 
ever results. Thus on January 8 and 9, 
1948, it held a two-day meeting in Phila- 
delphia “to consider moral issues in the 
proposed European Recovery Program and 
to evaluate its work. .. . Background data 
on the United Nations was prepared by 
a committee under the chairmanship of 
Alger Hiss.” This was the traitor who 
was selling out the nation to Soviet Rus- 
sia and who is now serving a term for 
perjury in a federal penitentiary. He 
was at that time working clcsely with 
Mr. John Foster Dulles, darling of the 
Federal Council. 

If they had “evaluated the work” of 
Mr. Hiss at the time it might have 
amounted to something, 

Mr. J. J. Raskob of the Du Pont or- 
ganization left the bulk of his great es- 
tate to the establishment of a Raskob 
Foundation for Catholic Activities, in- 
vested in the Empire State Building, New 
York City. Mr. Raskob’s mother was 
a Roman Catholic, his father, judging 
from the name, perhaps Jewish. 

John Pauli, Jr., is a member of the 
Portland, Oregon, Christian Business 
Men’s Committee. A great new building 
of his Pauli Packing Company was re- 
cently dedicated with a thanksgiving 
service. 

Church Day in Berlin, which took 
place last July, brought together 120,000 
Christian men and women from all over 
Germany in an affirmation of their Chris- 
tian faith. The greatest halls, stadia, 
and amphitheaters were not large 
enough to hold the great masses of peo- 
ple, and loud-speakers’were consequently 
utilized to relay to great crowds outside, 
listening silently as they sat on the grass, 
There were profoundly Biblical exposi- 
tions, evangelization meetings, meetings 
for short testimony to any and all who 
wished to speak. It was not designed 
to be a counterdemonstration to Com- 
munism, or an effort to exhibit the might 
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of the Church, but a brotherly mani- 
festation of the spiritual unity of Chris- 
tians above all barriers and curtains 
erected by man, 

The last gathering was imposing in- 
deed, a stadium filled with 80,000 sur- 
rounded by meadows on which were 


gathered 150,000 more. A very reserved 
program stated the principles on which 
the church would never compromise. 
The atmosphere was serious and calm, 
as befitted a religious gathering. For 
three-quarters of an hour this great 
gathering sang hymns, then recited the 
Lord’s Prayer and the Apostles’ Creed. 

The Creed thundered by two hundred 
thousand people! That has something 
of the seventh of Revelation, “a great 
multitude” crying “with a loud voice.” 
Would that our finical Modernists, “who 
don’t believe in creeds,” could have lis- 
tered in to this “voice of many waters” 
—“I believe in God the Father Almighty 

. and in Jesus Christ his only Son.” 


The McAuley Cremorne Mission (434 
W. 42nd St., New York) has established, 
near Suffern, N. Y., a colony for con- 
verted drinking men. In April a group 
in need of such care was sent up for 
rehabilitation. They have been work- 
ing in preparing the ground, planting 
and cultivating a large vegetable garden, 
and are doing well. Most of them have 
been restored, and some are working 
in the service of people in the area near 
the colony. So they are living Christian 
lives as brothers in Christ. The Word 
is taught them with much prayer, lots 
of work, and with time out to rest, The 
colony is a success. 

In the last Chicago Daily News Skid 
Row pictures, which have just come to 
my desk, the other side is depicted. It 
is a preview of hell; also a comment on 
those who defend the saloon and the 
brewery with the words, “Wine that 
maketh glad the heart of man.” These 
lost souls are specifically “winos.” “Wine 
is the cheapest and quickest drink [to 
intoxicate]," we are told. Here is an 
ex-lawyer staggering while draining a 
wine bottle. Two others lie spread- 
eagled on the sidewalk, also apparently 
victims of wine. “I sold a pint of blood 
to Michael Reese Hospital to get drunk 
on,” said a well-dressed man to me. A 
man panhandled us. “What will you do 
with a dime?” we asked him. “Why, get 
a drink, of course. That’s what money's 
for, ain't it?” 

One Kind.—Mrs. Margaret P. Fisk, 
author of “The Art of the Rhythmic 
Choir” (Harpers), dances the Lord's 
Prayer. She has “workshops” for college 
and high school students in religious 
choreography. “The public is invited.” 


Another Kind.—Mrs. Dickson is carry- 
ing on scores of Child Evangelism classes 
in Formosa, and hopes to bring the num- 
ber up to two hundred. They are all 
outdoors because the crowds are too 
great for any house or church. 








1108 (8) 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 13. DECEMBER 30. THE PEOPLE MAKE THEIR CHOICE 
Joshua 23 and 24; printed text, 24:1-8, 14-18 
Golden Text.—Choose you this day whom ye will serve.—Josh. 24:15 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Josh. 24:1 And Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to 
Shechem, and called for the elders of Israel, and for their 
heads, and for their judges, and for their officers; and they 


presented themselves before God. 


2 And Joshua said unto all the people, Thus saith the Lorp 
God of Israel, Your fathers dwelt on the other side of the 
flood in old time, even Terah, the father of Abraham, and 
the father of Nachor: and they served other gods. 

3 And I took your father Abraham from the other side 
of the flood, and led him throughout all the land of Canaan, 
and multiplied his seed, and gave him Isaac. 

4 And I gave unto Isaac Jacob and Esau: and I gave unto 
Esau mount Seir, to possess it; but Jacob and his children 


went down into Egypt. 


5 I sent Moses also and Aaron, and I plagued Egypt, accord- 
ing to that which I did among them: and afterward I brought 


you out, 


6 And I brought your fathers out of Egypt: and ye came 
unto the sea; and the Egyptians pursued after your fathers 
with chariots and horsemen unto the Red sea. 

7 And when they cried unto the Lorp, he put darkness 
between you and the Egyptians, and brought the sea upon 
them, and covered them; and your eyes have seen what I 
have done in Egypt: and ye dwelt in the wilderness a long 


season. 


The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 

Approach to the Lesson 
"Tina'e is something deeply solemn, 

and even prophetic about the last 

words of great men, especially 
mighty men of God who have been in 
the current of God’s holy purposes. 
Ripened in knowledge and wisdom, they 
are looking at the earth-scene in the 
light of Heaven, and they seem to dis- 
cern the direction in which events are 
moving. When, added to this, we have 
the special illumination of the Holy 
Spirit, as in the cases of Jacob (Gen. 
49), Moses (Deut, 33), and Joshua, we 
have passages of great power and im- 


portance. Joshua had not only lived 
long (Josh. 24:29), but he had lived 
grandly. He had seen God’s mighty 


works in Egypt, at the Red Sea, at Sinai, 
in the wilderness, at Jordan, and in the 
land of Canaan. He had witnessed all 
that intimacy with God which the great 
Lawgiver enjoyed. He had _ himself 
wholly followed the Lord, and learned 
how faithful was the Word of God. He 
had seen the evil propensities of the 
Children ofIsrael, and feared for their 
stability in the face of the pressure of 
idolatrous surroundings, when strong, 
godly leadership would be lacking. All 
this went into his last messages to the 
people, and one can sense the strong 





8 And I brought you into the land of the Amorites, which 


dwelt on the other side Jordan; and they fought with you: 
and I gave them into your hand, that ye might possess their 
land; and I destroyed them from before you. 


14 Now therefore fear the Lorp, and serve him in sincerity 


and in truth: and 


ye the Lorp. 


put away the gods which your fathers 


served on the other side of the flood, and in Egypt; and serve 


15 And if it seem evil unto you to serve the Lorp, choose 
you this day whom ye will serve; whether the gods which 
your fathers served that were on the other side of the flood. 
or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but 
as for me and my house, we will serve the Lorp. 

16 And the people answered and said, God forbid that we 


should forsake the Lorp, to serve other gods; 


17 For the Lorp our God, he it is that brought us up and 
our fathers out of the land of Egypt, from the house of 


bondage, and which did those great signs in our sight, and 


even the Amorites 


preserved us in all the way wherein we went, and among 
all the people through whom we passed: 
18 And the Lorp drave out from before us all the people, 


which dwelt in the land: therefore will 


we also serve the Lorn; for he is our God. 


Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 
national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 


International Council of Religious Education. 
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spiritual pulse of the old warrior, and 
the passion of his soul, 

Shechem, the place of the assembly, 
was already rich in history for God’s 
people. Here Abram first met God in 
the Land of Promise, and here he built 
his first altar in Canaan (Gen. 12:6, 7). 
Here Jacob pitched his tents on his re- 
turn from Mesopotamia (Gen. 33:18). 
Here the solemn ovroclamation of the 
blessings and curses from the opposing 
slopes of Ebal and Gerizim had reminded 
Joshua’s own generation that their con- 
tinuance in the land depended upon their 
adherence to the law of the Lord (Josh. 
8:30-35). The modern Nablus is close 
to the site of ancient Shechem. 

Joshua died at the age of 110. If we 
allow that he was forty at the time of 
the Exodus, he would be eighty at the 
time of the fall of Jericho, which is 
reckoned about 1400 B.C. Thus his death 
would be about 1370 B.C., and his last 
address to Israel shortly before that. 


Verse by Verse 

Josh. 24:1.—“‘And Joshua gathered all 
the tribes.” All the tribes, that is, as 
represented by their leaders, their 
judges, and their officers. It was a 
solemn assembly, “before God.” 

Verse 2—“Your fathers . . . served 
other gods.” Here is an intimation that 
Abraham came of heathen stock. See 
Genesis 31:19, 30, 34, where idolatry still 


appears in the Mesopotamian branch of 
the family. 

Verse 3.—“I took your father Abraham 

. and led him ,.. . and multiplied his 
seed.” Here are three movements: (1) 
divine election, involving an act of sep- 
aration from the old life; (2) divine 
guidance, requiring submission on the 
part of the one so led; (3) the conse- 
quent blessing of enlargement. That is 
the divine order. 


Verse 4.—“I gave unto Esau mount Seir 

. but Jacob went down into Egypt.” 
God’s sovereignty extends beyond the 
circle of the elect. The discipline of 
Egypt was reserved for God’s Chosen 
People. God still has disciplines for His 
own that the ungodly often escape. 


Verse 5.—“I sent Moses . . . I plagued 
Egypt ...I brought you out.” On the 
other hand, judgments are prepared for 
the ungodly into which God’s people will 
never come. Better the disciplines now 
and the glory beyond, than ease now 
and judgment afterward! 

Verse 6—“Ye came unto the sea; and 
the Egyptians pursued.” The enemy 
does not easily give up his prey. How 
Satan fights when a soul seems to be 
escaping from his grasp! 

Verse 7.—“Your eyes have seen what 
I have done in Egypt.” Actually only 
those over seventy years old would have 
personally seen, but the events were in- 


December 15, 195] | 








Le 


del 
“i 
sea 
die 
lon 
thi: 


lan 
to 1 


anc 


Lo 
you 
mi) 
not 
6: 2: 


ye 
tha 
deli 
an 

hov 
21; 

my 
was 
The 
whi 


Chr 


fors 
eas’ 
the 

ites 


us 1 
soni 
God 
shot 


The 
all” 
trus 
reas 
is o 


The 


spec 
wit 
the 
is a 
Gle 
It wv 
don 
whe 
the 
and 
the 
oath 
As = 
of C 
men 
The 
the | 
acce 
seve 
host: 
with 
and 
Gler 





>] 


ch 


‘ir 


Ts 


id 


id 
1g 


r- 


nn ~ 


—N UCU 








Lesson for December 30 


delibly stamped on the national memory. 
“And ye dwelt in the wilderness a long 
season.” A reminder of their disobe- 
dience at Kadesh-barnea, which pro- 
longed their wilderness days by some 
thirty-eight years (Num, 14). 

Verse 8.—“And I brought you into the 
land of the Amorites.” The reference is 
to the territory east of the Jordan, which 
Moses divided to the Reubenites, Gadites, 
and half the Manassites (Num. 21 and 32). 

Verse 14.—“Now therefore fear the 
Lord .. . and put away the gods which 
your fathers served.” There can be no 
mixture. It is the Lord or the gods, 
not the Lord and the gods. See Matthew 
6:24; James 4:4. 

Verse 15.—“Choose you this day whom 


ye will serve.” Joshua challenged them: 


that it was better to choose other gods, 
deliberately, resolutely, than to continue 
an irresolute mixture of service to Je- 
hovah and other gods. See 1 Kings 18: 
21: Revelation 3:15, 16. “As for me and 
my house, we will serve the Lord.” Here 
was a man who spoke for his household. 
There was none of the mollvcoddling 
which makes infidels of the children of 
Christians. 

Verse 16.—“God forbid that we should 
forsake the Lord.” Pious speaking is 
easv in times of religious emotion, but 
the test is in the long grind. The Israel- 
ites fell down there, 

Verse 17.—‘“‘For the Lord , , . brought 
us up... and preserved us.” Their rea- 
soning was straight that day. Would 
God it had alwavs been! Past mercies 
should hold us in the way. 

Verse 18.—‘And the Lord drave out 

_ the Amorites .. . for he is our God.” 
The Lord had shown Himself God “over 
all” by the overthrow of those who 
trusted in false gods. This made good 
reason for cleaving to Him. “This God 
is our God for ever and ever.” 


The Heart of the Lesson 

The memory of man is long with re- 
spect to wrongs suffered, but very short 
with respect to the mercies of God. In 
the western highlands of Scotland there 
is a glen called Glencoe, the Weeping 
Glen. The air of tragedy resides in it. 
It was anciently the seat of Clan Mac- 
donald. At the time of the Revolution, 
when the Stuarts had been banished and 
the throne had been taken by William 
and Mary, Maclan of Glencoe, chief of 
the Macdonalds, failed to register his 
oath of allegiance before the deadline. 
As a result, a certain Captain Campbell 
of Glenlyon was sent, in 1692, with his 
men, to wreak the king’s vengeance. 
The unsuspecting Macdonalds received 
the Campbells as friends, and these, after 
accepting the hospitality of the Glen for 
several days, suddenly rose against their 
hosts and slaughtered the inhabitants 
without warning. After more than two 
and a half centuries that “massacre of 
Glencoe” is not forgotten, nor forgiven. 
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Last Week's Lesson 
12. December 23.—The Promise Fulfilled 
in Christ (Christmas) Luke 1 and 2 
Next Week’s Lesson 
1. January 6.—Finding the Christ. John 1:19-51 








On the other hand, when I visited Scot- 
land two years ago, I found a strange 
forgetfulness of the blessing brought to 
that land through ‘the Reformers and 
the Covenanters, whose blood bought the 
liberty of conscience enjoyed to this day. 
In some quarters it seemed a part of cul- 
ture to decry John Knox, and when we 
visited the grave of the Wigtown mar- 
tyrs, those heroic women who were 
drowned in the tide of Solway for their 
covenanted faith, we had to pull aside 
the overgrown grass and weeds to read 
the stones and take a picture—and that 
in the yard of a church which owes its 
existence to that very band of martyrs! 

The Scots are no worse than others. 
The Psalmist had to stir himself up to 
a remembrance of God’s_ goodness: 
“Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget 
not all his benefits.” So Joshua stirred 
up the fading memory of Israel] in order 
to establish them in the fear and obe- 
dience of the Lord. The rehearsal of 
His many mercies had a salutary effect. 
They renewed their vows of allegiance 
to Jehovah with great heartiness. Yet 
they soon forgot, as the Book of Judges 
all too sadly reveals. They needed a 
Moses, a Joshua, a Samuel to remind 
them every day and recall them to faith- 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D 


HAT are some of the significant 

“last words” of the Bible, in addi- 
tion to those mentioned in the Approac¢ 
to the Lesson? 

2. What enabled Joshua to speak with 
prophetic insight and foresight? 

3. How soon were Joshua’s fears for 
the people realized? 

4. How old were Abraham, Moses, and 
Joshua at the time of their death? 

5. What previous solemn assembly had 
taken place at Shechem? 

6. What indications are there that 
Abraham sprang from a family of idol- 
aters? 

7. Why was Jacob permitted to go 
down to Egypt, while Esau was given 
his inheritance? (Josh, 24:4.) 

8. What is the benefit of recalling the 
mercies of God? 

9. Why was Joshua not content with 
one affirmation of Israel’s intention to 
serve the Lord? 

10. What made Joshua so confident 
that his family would serve the Lord 
with him? 


(Answers on page 1116) 
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fulness. So it is with us. Our mem- 

ories are short for all His goodness, and 

we so easily grow negligent. Why should 

we wait for seasons of revival to call 

to mind God’s mercies and renew our 

vows? Let us make it a daily practice. 
High Heaven, that heard that solemn vow, 

That vow renewed shall daily hear, 

Till in life’s latest hour I bow 


And bless in death a bond so dear. 
—Philip Doddridge. 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. Exhortaticn (Josh, 23:1-11). 
. Imprecation (vs, 12-16). 
. Recitation (chap, 24:1-13), 
. Adjuration (vs. 14, 15). 
. Resolution (vs, 16-28), 


oe Ww Nh 


Topics for Development 

Doleful Prophecies. Promises of bless- 
ing for obedience were well mingled 
with assurances that departure from God 
would bring dire consequences. These 
warnings given by Joshua (chap. 23: 12- 
16) should be compared with the longer 
statements given by Moses (Lev, 26: 14- 
39; Deut. 28: 15-68). The history of Israel 
is the clearest commentary on these pas- 
sages. More immediately we have the 
backslidings after the days of Joshua, 
with consequent oppression by the very 
people whom they were to drive out 
Later we have the deportations of the 
northern tribes (2 Kings 17) and of 
Judah (2 Kings 24 and 25). Still later 
came the destruction of Jerusalem in 
A.D. 70, with these many centuries of 
suppression and anguish. No word of 
God can fail. 


Household Faith. Joshua’s inclusion of 
his house in his great declaration of holy 
purpose (chap, 24:15) has gripped the 
imagination of people of all centuries, 
and raises the whole question of house- 
hold “religion.” This would make a 
profitable discussion. God's confidence 
in Abram was based on the fact that 
he would command his children in the 
ways of godliness (Gen, 18:19). Instruc- 
tion (Deut. 6:7) and example are, of 
course, indispensable, along with much 
prayer and faith, but all these need the 
accompaniment of careful discipline. If 
Christian parents heeded Proverbs 22:6, 
15; 23:13, 14; 29:15, there would be more 
household salvation. 


Personal Applications 

Cultivate a good memory for kind- 
nesses shown, and a poor memory for 
injuries received. 

Let the goodness of God lead you to 
daily repentance and renewal of your 
devotion to Him. 

The Lord is a jealous God and will 
not brook rivals. Out with your idols! 

See that your testimony at home sup- 
ports your confidence for household sal- 
vation. 

To continue the sins of our fathers is 
no true loyalty. Tradition must go when 
revelation comes (Josh, 24:2, 14). 
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Golden Text 


Josh. 24:15.—“Choose you this day.” 


Indecision paralyzes the spirit, and delay 
is the murderer of souls. Rise to the 
place of high resolve, and do it now! 


WHEATON, ILL, 
we 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SUGGESTED HYMNS 
“We're Marching to Zion” 
“Come to the Saviour, Make No Delay” 
“Lord, I’m Coming Home”’ 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Eternal 
God, our Father, whose mercies have 
brought us through this year to this day, 
we thank Thee for the way Thou hast 
met with us and blessed us in this place 
through the Sundays of this year. We 
thank Thee for faithful teachers and for 
Thy good Word, calling us to Thyself, 
Thy salvation, and Thy service. Let no 
one of us be deaf to Thy call, but gladly 
may we respond and be wholly Thine. 
Forgive the failure and sin that have 
marred our lives this year, and lift us 
to better things in the approaching year. 
Guard and keep Thy people who live 
where the Gospel is opposed and Chris- 
tians oppressed. End Satan’s power 
among. men, and bring in the rule of 
Thy dear Son. Open the eyes of all 
who are blind to the beauty of Jesus, 
that He may become altogether lovely 
to them, and may He become yet more 
precious to us who know Him. To our 
country give wise and godly leaders. 
To all people send a spiritual awakening, 
turning multitudes to Christ. To all suf- 
ferers let Thy grace and comfort abound. 
Lead us into those deeds of love and 
mercy that should adorn a Christian life, 
and grant us a special visitation of bless- 
crowning the year with 
our Saviour’s sake. 


ing here today, 
Thy goodness, for 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—The other day I 
heard of a boy who was led to the Lord, 
and this was his prayer: “Dear God, I 
want to be on Your side, and not on the 
Devil's.” That was the decision to which 
Joshua longed to bring all to whom he 
spoke when he said, “Choose you this day 
whom ye will serve.” And note how he 
presses for immediate decision: “this 
day.” We are almost at the end of 1951, 
and some of us have not yet chosen to 
serve the Lord. Others of us who claim 
to be His have not been serving Him at 
our best, with all our hearts. There is 
no time better than “this day” for us to 
turn to Him with all our hearts and say, 
like Joshua and his family, “As for me 
and my house, we will serve the Lord.” 

No time better than the present, I say, 
for it grows harder to break with sin as 
time passes. Nor do we know that we 
shall live to turn to the Lord at a later 
time. A young schoolteacher living a 
worldly life heard a message on the need 
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of immediate turning to Christ “God 
never calls men to be saved some other 
time. He calls them now,” the preacher 
said. She had been telling herself she 
would seek the’ Lord when she was an 
old woman. First she would have a 
“good time.” Now she asked herself: 
“How do you know you will live to be 
old? And if not, what of Christ and 
your soul?” That thought led her to 
seek the Lord then and there, and she 
became a really changed person. Then 
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CHOOSE Tooay"” 


there was a boy who had been putting 
off the call of Christ by telling him- 
self there was plenty of time. One day 
he saw a sun dial on which were the 
words, “Now or When?” As the shadow 
declined on the dial the words spoke to 
him, and he realized if he did not turn 
to Christ now, it might be never. There 
and then he asked the Lord to receive 
Him, and that was the moment of de- 
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cision for one who became a useful serv- 
ant of Christ. “Choose you this day,” and 
choose Christ, 

VANCOUVER, B. C., CAN. 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“And Joshua gathered all the tribes of 
Israel to Shechem” (Josh. 24:1).—What 
happy and sacred memories the place 
would awaken! Shechem is in central 
Canaan, in a valley between Mount 
Gerizim ard Mount Ebal. It was there 
Abram received the promise of the land; 
and there he erected his first altar (Gen. 
12:6, 7). There Jacob buried his house- 
hold’s strange gods (chap, 35:4). Here 
Joseph came seeking his brethren (chap. 
37: 12-14). Shechem was a city of refuge 
(Josh. 20:7). Here occurred the solemn 
reading of the blessings and curses of 
the Law to which the people gave their 
dozen Amens (Deut. 27). Surely a most 
suitable place in which to hear the last 
words of Jehovah through Joshua to 
them! And a suitable place also in 


ONLY A GOD-HONORING NATION CAN SURVIVE / 
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Lesson for December 30 


which to make their choice, as urged by 
Joshua, 

Hallowed places where honored serv- 
ants of God have ministered the Word, 
and preached the Gospel in the power 
of the Holy Spirit, where spiritual vic- 
tories have been won, and where many 
souls have decided for Christ lend them- 
selves to appeals for the rededication of 
lives to the worship and service of the 
Lord today. 

“Your fathers dwelt on the other side 
of the flood [Euphrates River] . , . and 
they served other gods” (Josh, 24:2).— 
It must have come. as a revelation to 
them that their fathers were idolaters. 
This, as far as the record goes, was the 
first time they had been informed of it. 

It came as a shock to me to learn that 
George Mueller, who has often been called 
an Apostle of Prayer, as well as a 
Friend of Orphans, was at ten years of 
age a thief of money belonging to the 
government, at fourteen was a card- 
playing, novel-reading, and drinking lad, 
and that he was guilty of “much sin” 
and “gross immorality” before he was 
sixteen. And at sixteen was an inmate 
of a jail for seeking to skip off without 
paying his hotel bill. But, on reflection, 
it magnified the grace of God in my esti- 
mation to hear of such a sinner becoming 
such a spiritual stalwart. 

“And I took ., .I gave ,..I sent... 
I plagued ...I brought. . .” (Josh, 24: 
3-8).—The Lord was the worker in all 
their history. It was His sovereignty 
that brought their fathers out of idol- 
atry: His power delivered Israel from 
their enemies: and His grace saw them 
established in their inheritance. 

In Abraham (v. 3) we see election, 
In Isaac (v, 4) we 
see the promises deposited. In Jacob 
and Esau (v. 4), the free choice of grace. 
In Egypt (v. 5), redemption by blood; 
at the Red Sea (v. 6), redemption by 
power. In the wilderness (v. 7), God's 
care of, and provision for them. And, 
in their possession of Canaan, we see 
God’s faithfulness to His Word. 

“Now all these things happened unto 
them for ensamples [or types]: and they 
are written for our admonition,” ‘says 
the inspired Apostle Paul. Believers are 
the recipients of even greater blessings! 
We have been blessed with “all spiritual 
blessings in heavenly places in Christ” 
(Eph, 1:3). 

God “made known his ways unto 
Moses, his acts unto the children of Is- 
rael” (Psa. 103:7): but His counsel, His 
eternal purpose, He reserved for us. (See 
Matt. 13:35; Eph. 4:5-11.) 

The heavenly pilgrim lifts the eye of 


faith— 
Sees those who in His Master’s service 

shine, 
Things present and things future, life and 

death, 


The world, yea, all things, and, with 
eager. breath, 

Still pressing homeward, cries, “They 
all are mine!” 


—William Blane. 
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“Now therefore fear the Lord, and 
serve him” (Josh, 24:14).—After point- 
ing out the infinite superiority of the 
living God over all idols, and after re- 
counting the Lord’s gracious dealings 
with them, they should be aroused to 
vigorous action, 

Attention has been called to the fact 
that the Apostle Paul followed the same 
method as Joshua. After the apostle 
had filled chapter after chapter in Ro- 
mans rehearsing what the Lord had done, 
he says, “I beseech you therefore, breth- 
ren, by the mercies of God, that ye pre- 
sent your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, 
acceptable unto God, which is your rea- 
sonable service” (12:1). 

“Choose you this day whom ye will 
serve” (Josh, 24:15).—If it seemed evil 
to them to serve the Lord, they could 
choose between the strange gods their 
fathers served in Mesopotamia, and the 
strange gods of the Amorites, in whose 
land they now were. 

Joshua makes it crystal clear that he 
did not think it evil to serve the Lord, 
by saying, “As for me and my house, 
we will serve the Lord.” The people 
followed suit, and said, “Therefore will 
we also serve the Lord; for he is our 
God.” 

Dr. Ironside, while talking to a group 
of boys and girls in a Sunday school in 
San Francisco, told them that each time 
they said No to the Lord Jesus, their 
hearts became a little harder until by- 
and-by God calls them hearts of stone. 
One little girl, when returning home, 
darted into her father’s arms, and said: 
“Daddy, Daddy, feel your heart! Is it 
getting like stone?” (She asked the 
question because her Daddy never went 
to hear the Word of God.) He asked, 
“What are you talking about?” She told 
him what she had heard. He asked the 
mother, angrily, “What have they been 
telling the child, anyway?” The mother 
explained more fully, and when he saw 
the tears in his wife’s eyes, he looked 
up and said, “Well, I think I had better 
settle this thing.” And he did so then 
and there by choosing Christ as his 
Saviour and Lord. 


Wawona, CALIF. 


Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, today and tomorrow— 

then the New Year will begin. Seems 
like a good time to make a wise choice. 
Your 1952 is spotless—pure and clean, 
fresh from the Heavenly Father who 
created Time for you and me. David 
sang, “My times are in thy hand” (Psa. 
31:15). Joshua, “the servant of the 
Lord” (Josh, 24:29), more than a hun- 
dred years old, had been a faithful and 
fearless leader, and now as he sees his 
end approaching he challenges his peo- 
ple, “Choose you this day whom ye will 
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serve; ... but as for me and my house, 
we will serve the Lord” (v. 15). 

Joshua could not choose for them; he 
could only advise. Each man must make 
the chcice for himself. 

Fellows, it is the same with you, Your 
parents cannot choose for you; they can 
plan and counsel with you, but you 
have to make,the choice. Your pastor 
cannot chcose for you, nor your Sunday 
school teacher; they can only advise. 
The choice must be made in your own 
heart, deep down and definite. Yours 
is the only choice for yourself that will 
work out in action. 

So let’s face 1952 with a real choice: 
a choice for good, a choice for better- 
ment, a choice that will give a fresh 
Start upward. Every day, of course, 
brings its demands to make a choice of 
some kind, more or less important; we 
are continually having to decide on this 
or that; but there is one big undergird- 
ing choice that must be made for all 
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time, and Joshua expressed it when he 
said, “As for me and my house, we will 
serve the Lord.” Paul perhaps ex- 
pressed it even better in his Letter to 
the Philippians (chap. 3:13, 14) because 
he spoke only for himself. “I count not 
myself to have apprehended: but this 
one thing I do, forgetting those things 
which are behind, and reaching forth 
unto those things which are before, I 
press toward the mark for the prize of 
the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.” 

It is possible that some of you in the 
class have not yet made the great de- 
cision: that is, to accept the Lord Jesus 
Christ as your Saviour. If that is the 
case, “now is the accepted time.” You 
have come up to the close of 1951 an 
unsaved sinner. God in His mercy has 
spared your life to this day, and you 
are within a few hours of the time when 
you will receive at His hands the New 
Year. You can choose right now to enter 
into 1952 as a saved sinner and a dis- 
ciple of the Lord Jesus Christ, with His 
promise to stand by you and help you 
keep it clean: or, you can choose to drift 
into the New Year still unsaved, still 
on the downward path that leads to eter- 
nal death. Which shall it be, young fel- 
low? You have to make the choice; no 
one: else can make it for you. Christ 
holds out His hands to you on this eve 
of the New Year and says, Come, fol- 
low Me, “my yoke is easy, and my bur- 
den is light,” “and you shall find rest 
[peace] unto your souls.” On the other 
hand, the Devil, Satan, the enemy of 
your immortal soul, is bidding. He is 
too clever to say, “Follow me.” He says, 
“Do nothing; just drift, as you have been 
doing. Make no decision; or, postpone 
it.’ He knows that is a vote for hell, 
and that’s where he wants you. 

“Choose you this day whom ye will 
serve.” 

Fontana Dan, N. C, 


us 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


HIS quarter we have been studying 
the early history of Israel. We 
started with the call of Abraham and 
now we have gotten his descendants, the 
Israelites, peacefully settled in the 
Promised Land. Last Sunday we con- 
sidered some of the Old Testament 
prophecies which were fulfilled in Christ. 
Today we are going back to Joshua to 
read part of his farewell address to the 
elders of Israel. Let us read Joshua 
23:1-5 together. Here Joshua reminds 
the people of what God has already done 
for them, and of what He will do for 
them in the future. Because of all this 
he urges on them three things: (1) To 
obey the commands of the Lord, which 
had been written down for them in the 
Law of Moses (v. 6). (2) To cleave unto 
the Lord (v. 8). (3) To love the Lord 
(v. 11). Then Joshua warns the people 
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of the danger of turning away from the 
Lord. Notice once more Joshua’s dying 
testimony to the faithfulness of God (v. 
14). God had never failed them once, 
He had kept every promise. Aren't you 
glad that you belong to a God like that? 

Joshua 24:1-8 is a good review of the 
lessons we have had this quarter. More 
than that, it is a reminder of what God 
had done for their nation. Let us list 
on the board some of the things God 
had done for Israel. 

1. Led Abraham to Canaan. 

2. Gave him his son Isaac. 

3. Gave Isaac his sons Jacob and Esau. 

4. Let Jacob and his twelve sons live 
in Egypt. 

5. Later sent Moses and Aaron to lead 
them out. 

6. Plagued Egypt. 

7. Brought the Israelites out of Egypt. 

8. Brought them into their land. 

9. Gave their enemies into their hand. 

10. Destroyed their enemies. 

Because of all the Lord had done for 
them, Joshua again urged the people to 
serve Him. Read verse 14 and see how 
they were to serve Him. (In sincerity 
and truth.) God will not accept any 
service which is not done in sincerity 
and truth. 

What great choice did Joshua ask the 
people to make in verse 15? When did 
he ask them to make this choice? Notice 
that Joshua had already done this for 
himself and for his family. If you girls 
are ever mothers, remember you are re- 
sponsible to make the right choice for 
your children before they are old enough 
to choose for themselves. 

Joshua gave the people strong reasons 
for choosing to serve the Lord, and he 
announced emphatically that he had 
made that choice. What did the people 
say in verses 16, 17, and 18? They rec- 
ognized what God had done for them, 
and they definitely chose to serve Him. 
Read verse 31. Notice that those who 
served the Lord were those who had 
known all the works of the Lord, which 
He had done for Israel. 

Those who choose to serve the Lord 
now are those who know and appreciate 
something of all He has done for them. 
I hope you girls are numbered among 
these. 

Last Sunday I asked each of you to 
write a paragraph on why you think the 
Lord Jesus is wonderful. Let us have 
these now. 

Deana—“The Lord Jesus is wonderful 
because He died on the cross to save us 
from our sins. He helps us if we trust in 
Him. If we are in trouble, He will help 
us and bring us through.” 

Lois—“The Lord Jesus is wonderful 
because when He comes, the ones who 
are saved will go to Heaven instead of 
hell. And when you are in trouble and 
have no friend who is willing to help 
you, you can pray to the Lord and He 
will show you what to do.” 

Susan—“The Lord Jesus is wonderful 
because He suffered for us and died 
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on the cross. He takes our sins away 
if we ask Him to come into our hearts, 
He helps us not to do worldly things if 
we trust in Him. If we are tempted to do 
things that are not pleasing to Him, and 
ask Him to help us, He will. If we con- 
fess our sins, He forgives us and helps 
us to follow Him.” 

Joy—“The Lord Jesus is wonderful 
because He has promised us a home in 
Heaven. And He is also wonderful be- 
cause His promises never will be broken, 
He is wonderful because He is our coun. 
selor. Whenever we need advice, we 
may pray to Him and He will give us 
thé advice we need. The Lord Jesus 
is also wonderful because He is coming 
back some day to- take all those who 
follow Him up to Heaven.” 

You girls have written some nice para- 
graphs. None of us can write down how 
wonderful the Lord Jesus is, because 
there are not words good enough to ex- 
press it. But the more we get to know 
Him, the more we realize how wonderful 
He is and the more closely we want to 
follow Him. 

We shall have entered 1952 before an- 
other Sunday, so it is a good time to 
choose whom we will serve during the 
coming year. Let us take a few mo- 
ments for silent prayer, confessing our 
failures in 1951 to the Lord, and asking 
that in 1952 we may serve Him better 
than we ever have before. 

Assignments: I would like all you girls 
to read the first chapter of John this 
week. Susan and Deana, make a list of 
all the names you can find that refer 
to the Lord Jesus. Lois, find out how 
John the Baptist knew that Jesus was 
the Son of God. Carol, find out what 
Andrew said of Jesus. Dizie, find out 
what Philip said of Jesus. And Aldine, 
find out what Nathanael said of Jesus. 





Note: Readers might be interested to know 
that six members of “‘My Class of Girls’’ have 
gone to Bible School. We would like to ask 
your prayers for them and for the younger 
girls who have since taken their places in 
the class.—V. D. G. 


FERNDALE, WASH, 
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The Illustration Round Table 


Leaflets giving a list of the lessons for 1952 and 
explaining the conditions upon which illus- 
trations are accepted may be had from the 
Times for 15 cents a copy. $1 is paid for each 
illustration accepted, and $2 for the best one. 
Illustrations must reach the Times three 
months in advance of the lesson, and should 
not be clipped from earlier “Illustration Round 
Tables.” Preference is given to illustrations 
on the printed lesson text. Readers are asked 
to limit the total submitted on each lesson to 
four illustrations. 

The Perseverance of—the Saviour.— 
Choose you this day whom ye will serve 
(Josh. 24:15, Golden Text). The Rev. 
T. G. Ruth of Sydney, Australia, relates 
that when just in his teens he went to 
a church where the curate preached on 
the text, “Choose you this day whom ye 
will serve.” The sermon made him 
thoroughly disgusted with himself, and, 
annoyed with the curate, he went to 
another church. To his surprise, the 
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same curate ascended the pulpit, and 
preached the same sermon. At night he 
went to a third place of worship, where 
the preacher proved to be the same 
curate, and his text was, “Choose you 
this day whom ye will serve.” “It was 
too much for me,” said Mr. Ruth. “That 
night I surrendered to the love that had 
sought me in three places.”"—From the 
Christian Herald, Sent by Mrs, M. Watts, 
Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. Prize illustration. 


He Answers.—And when they cried 
unto the Lord, he put darkness between 
you and the Egyptians (Josh. 24:7). 

I know not by what methods rare, 

But this I know, God answers prayer. 

I know not when He sends the word 

That tells us fervent prayer is heard. 

I know it cometh soon or late; 

Therefore we need to pray and wait. 

I know not if the blessing sought 

Will come in just the guise I thought. 

I leave my prayers with Him alone 

Whose will is wiser than my own. 
—From Eliza M. Hickok, in the King’s 
Business. Sent by Mrs. A. E. Janzen, 
Hillsboro, Kans. 


Why Rob Them of the Word?—Put 
away the gods which your fathers served 
on the other side of the flood, and in 
Egypt; and serve ye the Lord (Josh. 
24:14). In a large and wealthy church 
of one of the great evangelical denomi- 
nations of our so-called Christian land, 
located in a city on the Pacific coast 
that I need not identify, the minister 
has announced a series of Wednesday 
evening messages for the Lenten season, 
which will include the following sub- 
jects: 

“Beware of Self-Deception”—The Teach- 
ings of Socrates, 

“Your Life Is What Your Thoughts Make 
of It’—The Meditations of Marcus 
Aurelius, 

“Having the Courage To Be Yourself” 
—The Message of Ralph Waldo 
Emerson, 

“The Challenge of Death”"—Some Verses 
from the “Leaves of Grass,” by 
Walt Whitman. 


The first two men mentioned in this group 
were absolute pagans. Emerson repudi- 
ated all the great fundamentals of the 
Christian faith and finally resigned from 
the Christian ministry because he re- 
fused to have anything to do with serv- 
ing the Lord’s Supper, concerning which 
he spoke scurrilously. Whitman was a 
lustful modern whose “Leaves of Grass” 
was for many years prevented from cir- 
culating in many public libraries because 
of the obscenity of some of its pages. 
What can such writers do to prepare 
the hearts of Christians for the true ob- 
servance of Holy Week? One wonders 
why any minister would rob his people 
of the Word of God at such a time, and 
substitute these pagan, often error-filled, 
and sometimes lascivious writings.— 
From Wilbur M. Smith, in Our Hoge. 
Sent by Albert Mygatt, David City, 
Nebr. 
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A Heathen Priest’s Emancipation.— 
Put away the gods which your fathers 
served (Josh, 24:14). F. F. Lewis of the 
Sudan Interior Mission tells of a heathen 
priest who , . . was a leader of worship 
given to Satan. . . . One day this priest 
asked the white man for some medicine 
for his diseased eyes. Having recently 
exhausted the supply, Mr. Lewis replied 
that he had no medicine for his eyes, but 
that he did have medicine for his soul. 
After listening attentively to the Gos- 
pel message, the priest said in effect, 
“That is wonderful, but not for me. You 
don't know the power of Satan as I do, 
or how he controls my life. It is im- 
possible for me to resist him.” After 
Mr. Lewis explained the power and suffi- 
ciency of Jesus Christ who is able to 
save unto the uttermost, this African 
said very simply, “I believe.” Then, 
pointing to the bracelets he wore, he 
said, “What about these?” When told 
that they were charms connected with 
Devil worship, the missionary said, “You 
know what to do with them.” Similar 
inquiry was made regarding his long hair 
that marked the vow of his parents’ 
dedicating him to Satanic service, ... 
A day or so later Mr. Lewis saw this 
new Christian wearing a different robe, 
his head shaved, the bracelets gone, 
everything changed. Now, no longer en- 
slaved by sin, no longer condemned by 
the Law, but justified by Christ, he was 
being led by the Holy Spirit—From 
Moody Monthly. Sent by Grace Robin- 
son, Topeka, Kans. 


A Choice That Affected Generations.— 
As for me and my house, we will serve 
the Lord (Josh. 24:15) It was these 
wcerds that the Holy Spirit brought to 
the mind of young James Taylor on the 
morning of his wedding day, February 
1, 1776. Though he had lived a gay, 
worldly life, and was a leader in all that 
was opposed to the neighborhood Meth- 
odist revival, God dealt with him as he 
worked alone that momentous day. He 
yielded, was born again, and said, “Yes, 
we will serve the Lord.” His bride was 
dismayed, but he soon won her to Christ, 
and a Christian home was established. 
This was the great-grandfather of James 
Hudson Taylor, founder of the China 
Inland Mission. Holy influences from 
this right choice flowed down through 
the generations to come, and resulted in 
untold good. What if the decision had 
been different?—From “Hudson Taylor 
in Early Years,” by Dr. and Mrs. How- 
ard Taylor. Sent by Miss Gladys L. 
Clark, Alhambra, Calif. 


The Importance of Right Leadership.— 
And the people answered and said, God 
forbid that we should forsake the Lord, 
to serve other gods (Josh, 24:16). Noth- 
ing is so essential in developing right- 
eous people as is Christian leadership. 
“And Israel served the Lord all the days 
of Joshua, and all the days of the elders 
that outlived Joshua, and which had 
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known all the works of the Lord, that 
he had done for Israel.” As long as the 
leadership was right, the nation was right- 
eous; when the leadership became sinful, 
the nation “forsook the Lord God of their 
fathers”! Well do many of us remem- 
ber how in the days of the First World 
War that great Christian statesman, 
President Woodrow Wilson, called the 
nation to prayer; not just once, but many 
times. The people of the nation hum- 
bled themselves in prayer and repent- 
ance. The last day of such praying by 
the people of our nation meant the turn- 
ing in the tides of battle. In only a 
few days the Armistice was signed, and 
shouts of victory rent the air! Presi- 
dent Wilson’s call to the nation to pray 
was not a perfunctory act, it came from a 
conviction of his own anchorage in the 
Lord. The war ended. His doctor stood 
over him and said to him, “Mr. Presi- 
dent, the end is near.” He smiled as he 
replied, “Very well, I am ready.”—From 
R. C. Campbell, in the Teacher. Sent by 
Mrs. S. J. Beeker, Nashville, Tenn. 


Prayer That Brought a Cloudburst.— 
For the Lord our God .. . preserved us 
in all the way wherein we went, and 
among all the people through whem we 
passed (Josh. 24:17). William Hacquist 
of the Evangelical Alliance Mission tells 
a story of escape in Boxer days. They 
had traveled six days and had come to 
a point where they must choose by land 
or river for further travel. But, because 
of drought, there was no water in the 
Han River at the time. Further, their 
carriers and escort refused to travel 
other than on the land route. So a 
prayer meeting was called in a native 
inn to ask God’s guidance. They felt 
led to procure two large flat-bottom 
river boats; they bought food and placed 
it with their baggage on board. But 
there was no water. “The place where 
we stayed was surrounded by high hills. 
As we prayed and waited, in about mid- 
afternoon, heavy dark clouds came over 
the hilltops, and from them came pour- 
ing down the heaviest rain I have ever 
seen. It really looked like a cloudburst. 
In a very short time the river bed was 
filled with water, so we could release the 
boats and nicely float down the river. 
We later learned why we were led not 
to travel by land. In a mountain pass, 
several hundred bandits were waiting 
to kill us. God sent us the safe way.”— 
From Ernest Gordon, in The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Mrs, S. J. Beeker, 
Nashville, Tenn. 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
The People Make Their Choice 

(Josh, 24:1-7, 14, 15, 21) 
ASS the Genesis, Exodus, Numbers, 
Deuteronomy, Joshua scrolls to indi- 
viduals. Here comes Joshua again! not 
now the strong soldier marching at the 
head of his people, sword in hand, con- 
quering kings; but a feeble old man, 
ready to die (Josh, 23:1, 14a). Still 
strong for the Lord though! See him 
take his place near the Tabernacle. The 
people, gathered from near and far, stand 
before him. He calls the officers to come 
forward and stand before the Lord. 
Joshua has a message from God for them 
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In the Center of Florida 
on Lovely Jackson Lake 
VISIT Incomparable Crystal Springs 
Fascinating Marineland 
Beautiful Bok Tower and Carillon 
Breath-taking Cypress Gardens 


HEAR THE WORD OF GOD EXPOUNDED 


BY THESE NOTED SPEAKERS: 


Dr. William Culbertson, 
Moody Bible Institute president 


Dr. S. Maxwell Coder, 
dean of education 





Evangelist Michael A. Guido, 
whom God has greatly used, 


and others 
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Jesus said, “Come ye yourselves apart and rest awhile.” 
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Between Palm Beach and Miami, 
just off the ocean highway 


RECREATIONAL HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE: 
Ocean fishing and swimming, golf, 
tennis, horseback riding, shuffleboard 


SIGHT-SEEING TOURS WEEKLY INTO 
1, Everglades National Park 
with its semi-jungle scenes 
2. The Bahama Islands. This 
trip into British territory gives you a glimpse 
of old-country life. Become a part of an 
evangelistic team that preaches on the 
streets of Nassau and make your winter 
vacation count! 
SPIRITUAL HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE: 


Strengthening, challenging messages by these 
outstanding Bible teachers: 


Dr. William Culbertson, 
Institute president 

Dr. S. Maxwell Coder, 

dean of education 

Song and praise services led by 
Stratton Shufelt, well-known 
conference musician 









He was with His disciples; He will be with you. 


For further information write Extension Department 


Moody Bible Institute 
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and all the people. He says: “Thus 
saith the Lord God of Israel.” (Read 
aloud the rest of chap. 24:2, 3.) That 
is what God said about Abraham in His 
Book. Will someone read what we said 
about him in our book (the Genesis 
scroll). (Continue in like manner with 
vs. 4 to 7 and the stories in the scroils.) 
In the stories from Joshua God is tell- 
ing what He as God did for the people. 
Our stories were more about the men. 

As the people listen to what God has 
done for them, how He brought them 
through the Jordan (have that story read 
from the Joshua scroll), there comes the 
challenge: Will you follow the Lord 
God, or the idols Abraham’s people 
worshiped in Ur? (The picture of an 
idol used in Lesson One may be used 
here, (Read v. 14.) If they vote No 
against the Lord, they must decide what 
gods they will have: those in Ur, or 
those of the people God drove out of 
the country where they are living now. 
(Read v. 15 except the last clause.) 
Joshua voted first: “As for me and my 
house, we will serve the Lord.” How 
did the people vote? Verse 21 gives 
their final vote. How could they have 
voted against the Lord who had done 
such wonderful things for them! 

Joshua wrote their vote in the book 
of the law of God (v. 26). What did 
we learn was in that book? (Review 
“Laws To Live By,” and the Ten Com- 
mandments.) Then he set up a large stone 
which was there when they voted, as a 
marker and reminder of their promise 
(vs. 26, 27). The stone was placed un- 
der an oak tree near the Tabernacle. 
Where did that Tabernacle come from? 
(Review “Gifts for God’s House.”) Then 
Joshua dismissed the people to go to 
their homes. 

Maybe as the people went back to 
their homes, they thought back to the 
time when Moses was an old man, like 
Joshua now, and made his good-by 
speech to them. (Review from the Deu- 
teronomy scroll.) Perhaps some of them 
told again the story of that day long 
before when Joshua had been brave to 
stand for the Lord, alone with Caleb, 
against all the rest of the people. (Re- 
view from the Numbers scroll.) 

How happy we were last Sunday as 
we thought about the little Lord Jesus 
come to earth! (Show a nativity pic- 
ture.) What wonderful things He has 
done for us! (Mention some.) Now as 
we enter a new year, we hear His chal- 
lenge (show a picture or head of Christ): 
“Choose you this day whom ye will 
serve” (Josh. 24:15, Memory Verse). 
Christ, or just having a good time. 
Church, or Sunday movies. Sunday 
schoool, or skating. Obedience at home, 
or having your own way. Beginning 
next Sunday we shall get acquainted 
with some of the very first people who 
chose to follow Christ. Now, 1,900 years 
later, you must decide for 1952. What 
is your vote? (Each child may write 
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his decision or promise as to how he 
will follow Christ, and put it in his book 
of the Law—his Bible. Some object, 
perhaps a stone previously placed in the 
room, may be set in a conspicuous place 
as a reminder. To those who are absent 
on future Sundays a card may be sent 
with outline of the stone and an appro- 
priate reminder beginning, “Our stone 
says ee 
Orono, MAINE, 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Ethel S. Low 


ODAY we step back again into the 

history of Israel, and see Joshua 
standing where Moses stood a few les- 
sons back, saying Good-by to his people. 
And his talk is so much like that of 
Moses. He tells them over again how 
God brought them out of Egypt, how 
He did mighty miracles on their behalf. 
He reminds them of their sins and dis- 
obedience, and of God’s forgiveness and 
long-suffering. Then he tells them they 
must choose what or whom they will 
serve, the God of Israel or heathen gods. 
Many of them have been worshiping the 


gods of the heathen nations. Joshua 
begs them to return to God. 
The people told Joshua they would 


turn to God and so Joshua wrote this 
promise on a great stone and set it up 
under an oak tree near the place of wor- 
ship, so they might see it and be re- 
minded of their promise to God. 

Then Joshua died, and soon the peo- 
ple forgot their promise. They kept it 
until the other men who had ruled with 
Joshua died, and then they drifted away 
from God and He had to punish them 
with awful trouble many times, for their 
disobedience, 

Did you know that every child in the 
Primary Department has to make choices 
as he goes on living? Every day brings 
a choice cf some sort. When you are 
very small and stay at home, you have 
to choose whether you will obey your 
mother or father, or whether you will 
be naughty and disobey. When you are 
a little older, you go to school, and you 
have many choices to make. Will you 
play with this child or that? Will you 
be a careful child in school, or not? 
Will you try to do as the teacher says. 
or will you try to have your own way? 

These choices continue as long as you 
live. Sometimes when you are older, it 
may be hard to know just what is the 
right choice in some things. Grownups 
make many wrong choices. Every one 
of us has made them at some point in 
his life. 

Now you are wondering how you will 
know what is the right thing to do. 
Many people will try to help you. Daddy 
and Mother tell you what is right to 
do. Your teacher tries to tell you right 
ways to do things. Your Sunday school 


teacher is always helping you to make 
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right choices in life. Your minister 
gives you help in this matter. As you 
get older, you will get help from the 
right kind of bocks, but there you have 
to be careful to choose the right kind 
of books. I am sure that the great comic 
book craze is not going to help any of 
you very much. 

There is one choice that is the most 
important one you can ever make, and 
that is, What will you do with Jesus? 
Is He to be your Saviour and Lord, or 
are you going to put off accepting Him? 
I know many of you have already let 
Him come into your heart and are serv- 
ing Him as best you can. But there are 
some of you that have not thought about 
it. Maybe you think you are too young, 
but you are not. I know a little gir] 
three years old who is a very strong 
Christian, with a faith and trust that 
put her parents to shame. So no Pri- 
mary child is too young to believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ. It is foolish to 
put it off. Do you know that there is 
just one way always to make wise 
choices about everything? That is to 
believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and let 
His Holy Spirit guide you in all you 
do. He will do it if you let Him, 

I know children who have told me 
how the Holy Spirit has spoken to them 
so that they almost thought a person 
had spoken to them out loud and told 
them not to do something that was 
wrong. He brings to your mind a verse 
you learned in Sunday school that helps 
you decide what is right. 


Your parents do all they can to help 
you, but God loves you more even than 
they do, so He is going to lead you and 
guide you every day, if you will let 
Him. The trouble is that we want to go 
our way, and so we don't listen to what 
God says. My little Jeanette has a hard 
time with her temper. After a tantrum, 
I said to her, “Honey, why do you get 
so angry and act so bad?” She thought 
a little and said: “I want to be good, 
and I think I’m going to do just what 
I'm told. Why, Grandma, I pray and 
ask Jesus to make me a good girl. Then 
somebody tells me to do something I 
don't want to do, and I just get so mad 
because I don’t want to do it. Don’t 
you see?” 

But the Lord Jesus can help Jeanette, 
and He can help every other little child 
who will give Him a chance. On this 
last Sunday in the year, it would be 
so grand if every little Primary could 
bow the head and ask the Lord Jesus 
to be his Saviour and lead him and guide 
him during this new year that is begin- 
ning before next Sunday. Who will be 
first to make this wise, choice? 

FELTON, CALIF, 

w 


One of the ways to keep yourself in 
the love of God is to keep searching His 
holy Word, and translating it into prac- 
tice.—Choice Gleanings Calendar. 
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A big 12 by 18 inch cartoon calendar with 
a different cartoon each month. 

Single copy 35c; 3 copies $1.00; 12 copies 
$3.50; 25 copies $6.75; 50 copies, $11.50. 
Dealers write for quantity discount 
FAITHFUL WORDS PUBLISHING CO. 


2116 S. Jefferson Ave. 


St. Louis 4, Missouri 





When answering advertisements, please men- 
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"JOHN DEWEY’S EDUCATIONAL 
PHILOSOPHY has done more 
harm to American young 
people than even John Bar- 
leycorn,” says a public school 
teacher of years of experience. 


Are 


the 


you equipped to refute 
fallacies of this subtle 


atheistic influence? 

Read Dr. Buswell’s book ex- 
posing Deweyism. Givecopies 
to your friends, especially the 
teachers of your children. 


Order direct from the author 


— THE PHILOSOPHIES OF F. R. 
TENNANT and JOHN DEWEY, 
over five hundred pages, 
$6.00, postage prepaid if cash 
accompanies order. 


J. 


OLIVER BUSWELL, Jr. 


President 


Shelton (College 


340 West 55ru STREET 
New York 19, N. Y. 
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Buy your 


VIBRAHARP 


NOW while still avail- 
able, only $495 and $890. 


Fine for Gospel work. 
ORGAN SHOP 
3117 Harrison Ave. N. 
Canton 9, Ohio 











Gem Bank 
collecting 







opular for 
irthday, Missionary 
and special offerings. Plastic base 
and top; locked with bolt and nut. 
Each only $1.60. At your dealer. 
Complete catalog of Sunday School 
supplies Free, Write today. 


WM. H. DIETZ, INC. *2.neuze Ants Ser". 26 





When answering advertisements please 
say you saw it in the TIMEs, 


ATTENTION 
MINISTERS, MISSIONARIES, 
AND CHRISTIAN WORKERS 


@ When in the metropolitan area on 
business or for pleasure, you will find it 
convenient and economic: to stop at 


SHELTON COLLEGE 


Dr. J. Oliver Buswell, Jr., President 
340 W. 55th Street New York 19, N. Y. 
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This Week’s Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 1109) 

1. David’s (2 Sam, 23:1-7), our Lord’s 
(John 14 to 17), Paul’s (2 Tim.). 

2. His knowledge of God, his knowl- 
edge of the people, his acquaintance 
with the words of Moses, and the illumi- 
nation of the Holy Spirit. 

3. After the death of the elders who 
outlived Joshua (Josh, 24:31). 

4. Abraham, 175 (Gen. 25:7); Moses, 
120 (Deut. 34:7); Joshua, 110 (Josh, 24: 
29). 

5. See Joshua 8:30-35. 

6. Joshua 24:2; Genesis 31:19, 30, 34. 

7. God’s cwn people undergo disci- 
plines not imposed on the ungodly, for 
redemptive purposes (Rom, 8:28, 29). 

8. It stirs gratitude and calls to re- 
newed faith and consecration, 

9. He knew the propensities of the 
people to idolatry and rebellion, so he 
insisted on total committal. 

10. He must have been faithful in in- 
struction and example, and. expected 
obedience from his children. 


WHEATON, ILL, 





THE SLAVIC GOSPEL ASSOCIATION 


tians. 





Peter Deyneka 
Report from YUGOSLAVIA and other countries of Europe by Mr. Deyneka sent free on request 


continues to evangelize Slavic and other people in Europe, 
South America, Alaska, Canada, and United States as well as 
witnessing to the Jewish people in Uruguay and Cuba. 
Deyneka, recently returned 
countries of Europe, finds urgent need for more missionaries, 
New Testaments, Gospel literature, and relief for needy Chris- 
Pray and send your gift to: 


SLAVIC GOSPEL ASSOCIATION 


Peter Deyneka, General Director — Dept. T, 2434 N. Kedzie Boulevard, Chicago 47, Ill. 
In Canada—14 Park Road, Toronto, Ontario 


Mr. 
YUGOSLAVIA and other 


from 





BIBLE LIGHT ON DAILY LIFE 
by Philip E. Howard, Jr. 


Editor of The Sunday School Times 


An inspiring book on Christian living 
made up from editorial notes written for 
The Sunday School Times. Dr. Howard 
emphasizes how Christian living should 
extend to all phases of life, and draws 
his material from years of Bible study, 
observations in nature study, and daily 
contact with his fellow believers. 


These notes were written that they 
might inspire better Christian conduct 
in home, church, and community. 


Order from your bookstore or 


Tan Kampen Ficss 
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Victorious Christian Living, 
and Legalism 
(Continued from page 1105) 


fesses his failure and gives up all re- 
liance upon the flesh, will he be prepared 
, to avail himself of God’s provision for 
victorious Christian living through the 
finished work of Christ. The Christian’s 
cry must be, “O wretched man that I 
am! who shall deliver me from the body 
of this death?” before he can exclaim, 
“T thank God through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.” 


II. THe Gospet oF GrAcE Does DELIVER 
From Sin (Rom. 7:25 to 8:4) 

The Gospel of grace based upon a 
finished redemption, and an outpoured 
Spirit does what legalism could never 
do and calls forth the fervent, “I thank 
God!” 


1. The Gospel of grace delivers from 
the penalty of sin (Rom. 8:1).—*There 
is therefore now no condemnation to 
them which are in Christ Jesus.” This 
stupendous statement is divinely com- 
plete. It needs no human qualification 
or addition. The latter part of the verse 
as it appears in the Authorized Version, 
“who walk not after the flesh, but after 
the Spirit,” is an interpolation, not found 
in the earliest and best manuscripts. 
It does appear in verse 4, where it 
properly belongs. But to put it in verse 
1 beclouds the truth of grace the apostle 
is expounding. Grace remits once for 
all and forever the penalty of sin from 
those “in vital union with Christ Jesus.” 


2. The Gospel of grace delivers from 
the power of sin (Rom, 8: 2-4). —“For what 
the law could not do,” because it was 
powerless to deal with the problem of 
sin indwelling the flesh, “God sending 
his own Son in the likeness of sinful 
flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the 
flesh, that the righteousness of the law 
might be fulfilled in us, who -walk not 
after the flesh, but after the Spirit” (vs. 
3, 4). “The law of the Spirit of life in 
Christ Jesus” frees from “the law of sin 
and death,” doing what the Mosaic Law 
(or legalism in general) could never do 
—enabling the believer to live a holy 
life. 

This accomplishment of the Gospel of 
grace is by means of the Holy Spirit., 
Hitherto in the Book of Romans, the 
Holy Spirit has been referred to only 
once (chap, 5:5). But in the glorious 
chapter of victory (chap. 8), He is men- 
tioned nineteen times, indicating His 
importance in victorious living. 

Let us “walk in [by means of] the 
Spirit,” and we shall “not fulfil the lust 
of the flesh” (Gal, 5:16). It is God’s 
wonderful, never-failing way of trans- 
forming defeat and despair into joyous 
abounding victory. 

DALLAS. 
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Lesson for Becember 30 


The Bible Lands Cruise 


HE Wheaton Bible Lands Cruise, 

scheduled for February and March, 
1952, will include an extended stay in 
Arab Jerusalem, with a complete sur- 
vey of Biblical scenes there. Visits are 
planned to the Temple Area, where Solo- 
mon’s Temple stood, and where, in the 
later Temple, Christ talked to the learned 
men. Other visits in the Jerusalem area 
include the Church of the Holy Sepul- 





chre, Gordon’s Calvary, the Garden 
Tomb, the Tombs of the Kings, the 
Mount of Olives, and Bethany. An ex- 


tension trip into Israeli Palestine to 
Nazareth and Galilee is also offered. 

The trip is open to Christians through- 
out the country. For further informa- 
tion, write to Dr. Joseph Free, director 
of Bible Lands Cruise, Wheaton Col- 
lege, Wheaton, III. 
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A Call to Prayer on Watch Night 
(Continued from second page) 


Great Commission Prayer League, de- 
cided to organize the League to call 
upon God’s people everywhere to unite 
and pray for another mighty world-wide 
revival in the Body of Christ. The 
League’s Watch Night prayer appeals 
have since gone out to the people of 
God for more than forty years. We 
therefore urge pastors to begin early to 
plan and prepare for their Watch Nizht 
meeting for praise, prayer, and conse- 
cration. 
SUGGESTIONS 
If possible have a three-hour service. 
The First Hour: 

For thanksgiving and praise, “Enter 
into his gates with praise” (Psa, 100:4). 

Intersperse prayers with bright songs 
of joy and gladness. 

Have Scripture readings 
monies. 


and _testi- 
The Second Hour: 

Make revival the main theme. 

Read accounts of Biblical revivals and 
pray for local revival. 

Keep in mind the two features of re- 
vival: 

(1) New obedience to God on the 
part of God’s people; and 

(2) The work of the Spirit convinc- 
ing men of sin and righteousness and 
judgment to come. 

Urge parents, Sunday school] teachers, 
and others who are anxious for the con- 
version of young people to attend, 

Get Christians burdened for the people 
in the community. 

Keep Bible prayers for revival before 
the people. 

Brief comment will be better than 
preaching as a preparation for prayer. 

Have very short prayers (Eccles, 5:2). 

Close with a hymn of faith in God. 


The Third Hour: 
Make consecration to the will of God 
your main theme. 
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Encourage surrender to God’s will as 
the great necessity. 

Read Scriptures on this theme. 

Let prayers be for courage to obey 
God. 

Use hymns of consecration. 

SUGGESTIONS TO LEADER 

Prepare alone with God for these ses- 
sions. Be blessed of God yourself. If 
you have first been down on your knees, 
you will be blessed in your meeting. 

(For copies of this Call, including 
Theme and Topics for the World-Wide 
Week of Prayer, Jan, 6-13, 1952, write 
the Great Commissicn Prayer League. 
808 N, LaSalle St., Chicago 10.—Editor.) 


we 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, December 30 
Now Is the Time 
(Eph. 6:10-20) 
Topics are copyrighted by the Internationa! 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


OMORROW night, as the _ clock 

strikes twelve, many of us will be 
saying to others, and they will, in turn, 
say to us, “Happy New Year!” Most 
of us sincerely hope that the new year 
for us and for our loved ones and 
friends will be a happier year than the 


one that is slipping away. But it will 
take more than a wish, or a few good 
resolutions to make the new year a 


happy one. Most of us have made good 
resolutions before, only to break them 
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5000 


free catalog 





greeting cards. 


CHRISTIAN 
WORKERS 


and price list. 


GEORGE W. NOBLE, The Christian Co. 
Dept, 6-M Pontiac Bidg. 


WANTED 


to sell Bibles, Testaments, good books, hand- 
some Scripture mottoes, Scripture calendars, 


Good commission. Send for 


CHICAGO 5, ILL. 











Will TRACTS HELP ? 


Grand 





“Are 


When trouble, sorrow, 
need or any other adver- 
sity afflicts your friends, 
be ready with a tract 
equal to the occasion. 
Many keep a variety on 
hand for sowing as seed 
in harrowed hearts. 


Beautiful—in Colors! 


Friends and others will wel- 
come them and in turn use 
them to help others. 
meet common 
"Why | Go to Church," “How 
to Pray,’ “One Church, Why 
many Denominations?" 
“Something for Nothing,” 
You Movie 
“An Alarming X-Ray," etc. 
lead naturally to the Bible 
for further guidance. 


They 


problems: 


Minded?" 


Send $1 for a large 
supply of many fine 


tracts and booklets. 


BACK T0 GOD TRACT COMMITTEE 


47 JEFFERSON AVENUE 


Rapids 2 


Michigan 

















A Little Kit 
of 
Teachers’ Tools 
} | 
| | 











Ten chapters of instructive 


The Sunday Scho 


| and inspirational reading 
| 
| 


325 N. Thirteenth Street . 


Qa 


72 pages attractively 
bound in blue paper 


Only, GOt a copy 


In quantities—all prices postpaid——$2.00 for six; $3.75 for 12; $15.00 for 50; $28.00 for 100 


ol Times Company 


Philadelphia 5, Pa, 


ERE is a booklet that should 

be in the hands of every Sun- 
day school teacher. 
written years ago by the late 
Philip E. Howard, Sr., who was 
for many years the Publisher of 
The Sunday School Times. 


IT IS AS UP-TO-DATE 
AS IT WAS THEN ... 


This was 
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Christmas Special 


Send lasting gifts! Use our special Christmas offer of 
3 or more subscriptions for only $2.00 a subscription 
(otherwise $2.50). Order either THE CHRISTIAN 
PARENT or MY CHUM (a children’s magazine). Act 
now so your friends will get their gift cards on time. 


The Christian Education Co., BoxS, "HAN? 





New opportunity to give them a 
gospel witness by trained 
personal workers. Your 

part in this plan will be 

unknown. The Lord is greatly 
blessing this program. 

SEND 25¢ FOR A SAMPLE OUTLINE 

THE BIG BROTHER TRACT BAND-BOX 888- AKRON 9, OHIO 
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A Risen Lord 


Is being preached to Lithuanians by workers 


in 5 countries, Gospel literature i in 21 coun- 
This faith 
is the only agency 
Write for the 


tries, and radio around the world. 
work, established 1928, 
reaching this needy people. 
Bible Witness. 

LITHUANIAN MISSIONARY ASSOCIATION 
Box 488-T Chicago 90, ro 


BESBESBEBSSBSSS ERR BB EES 














YOU ARE INVITED 


to 


share the responsibility of providing a 
Christian education for our young people 
today. Never has the need been greater. 
Your gift will help train the pastors, mis- 
sionaries, and Christian laymen of to- 
morrow. Address: 


Shelton College 


Or. 5. Oliver B 


340 W. 55th Street 


I, Jr, Pr 


New York 19, N. Y. 














A NEW EDITION OF 


A Chemist and His Bible 


By Charles M. A. Stine, Ph.D.,Sc.D., LL.D. 

A masterful booklet of apologetics on 
the truth and wonders of the Bible by a 
man who for many years was the Direc- 
tor of Research of one of the world’s 
largest industrial corporations. 

Now in its third edition, bringing it up to 
date in view of later discoveries in the field 
of atomic energy, in a 48-page booklet. 

Paper bound — 30 cents, postpaid 
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one by one, and to realize that the 
change in dates does not guarantee any 
change in probiems or perplexities or 
disappointments or failures, 

Our topic reminds us that “now is the 
time” to do something about the new 
year that lies ahead. Perhaps some of 
us have delayed in making an out-and- 
out decision to accept Christ as our Sav- 
iour. If so, God speaks to us through 
His Word, saying, “Now is the accepted 
time; behold, now is the day of salva- 
tion” (2 Cor, 6:2). “Today if ye will 
hear his voice, harden not your heart” 
(Psa, 95:7, 8). Youth, in the floodtide 
of health and strength and opportunity, 
is so apt to think that there is plenty 
of time ahead, but the newspapers every 
day witness to the fact that for many 
there was little or no time, and Chris- 
tian chaplains testify all too often to the 
fact that on the battlefront, when dis- 
aster strikes, there is no time amid suf- 
fering, or unconsciousness due to pain- 
killing drugs, for the transaction with 
one’s Maker that has been postponed and 
delayed for “some more convenient day.” 

ye 

But granting that our lives may be 
spared through the year ahead, it can- 
not truly be a happy new year apart 
from Christ. He came that we might 
have life and that we might have it 
more abundantly (John 10:10). We can- 
not know what true happiness is until 
we know Him. And so, if we have been 
postponing the acceptance of the Lord 
Jesus Christ as our personal Saviour, 
now is the time to receive Him into our 
hearts, and to begin the new year as a 
new creation, “Therefore if any man be 


in Christ, he is a new creature: old 
things are passed away; behold, all 
things are become new” (2 Cor. 5:17). 


ye 

If, at some time in the past, we have 
completed this transaction with the Lord 
Jesus Christ and know Him as our Sav- 
iour, now is the time to make sure that He 
is also the Lord of our lives. Christ never 
forces Himself upon any individual. He 
has made provision for every detail of 
these lives of ours. He has planned them 
(Eph, 2:10), and He stands ready and 
eager to show us His plan and to give 
us the strength and perseverance to 
carry out His plan. But He waits for 
us to come and yield ourselves to Him 
(Rom, 12:1, 2). 

ye 

Now is the time to realize the futility 
of our own striving, and our own efforts 
to lead a life that is pleasing to Him. 
Now, also, is the time to put the con- 
trols into His hands, and let Him order 
these lives of ours so that they may not 
be conformed to the things of the world 
and the self-life, but that they may be 
transformed by His strength so that we 
shall do His good and acceptable and 
perfect will. Now is the time to take our 


December 15; 195] 


hands off the controls and let Him do 
the directing. 
5-4 


But does all this mean that ours is to 
be merely a negative, passive attitude? 
Not at all! The Scripture portion chosen 
for this week brings us the great truth 
that the Christian faces a warfare com- 
plicated by the cunning devices of our 
archenemy, who is determined to stop at 
nothing to bring us into failure and de- 
feat (Eph. 6:11, 12). Each of us needs 
miraculous protection against this en- 
emy, who is far more clever and deter- 
mined than we are. Notice that with 
the warning against this enemy, is also 
given the way of escape by the use of 
the “whole armour of God.” 

If you will notice the various parts 
of this armor, you will see an amazing 
truth. Each part is the Lord Jesus Him- 
self. Our girdle of truth is the One who 
said, “I am the way, the truth, and the 
life’ (John 14:6). Our “breastplate of 
righteousness” is the One who is our 
righteousness (1 Cor. 1:30). “The prep- 
aration of the gospel of peace” with 
which our feet are to be shod is the 
Prince of peace, He also, who is the ob- 
ject of our faith, is our shield against 
all the fiery darts of the enemy. And He, 
too, who is our Saviour is our “helmet of 
salvation.” 

Recognizing these facts, however, does 
not insure for us the protection of this 
armor. We must put it on with prayer 
and with the reading of the Word, and 
with vigilance, and we must take up the 
sword of the Spirit, which is the Word 
of God, and with which we may put to 
flight the enemy who would rob us of 
the peace and assurance and victory God 
would have us enjoy. Now is the time 
to step out in faith and obedience in a 
new year of endeavor for Christ, realiz- 
ing that the time is short and must be 
redeemed for Christ. 

PHILADELPHIA, 


Me 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


December 24 to 31 


Mon.—Joshua 23:1-4, 
Joshua Addresses Israel. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Ye have seen all 
that the Lord your God hath done unto 
all these nations because of you; for the 
Lord your God is he that hath fought 
for you.” Joshua in his farewell address 
to Israel presented to them not only a 
summary of the Lord’s favor to them, 
but predicted further favors God would 
bestow upon them if they were obedient 
to Him, and also mentioned evils that 
would overtake them if they forsook 
Him. Having given a good testimony 
all through his life, he now gives them 
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his final counsel. The end of a right- 
eous man is always peace. Pray for 
Philadelphia Bible Institute, 1800 Arch 
St., Philadelphia 3. 


Tues.—Joshua 23:5-11. 
Israel Must Trust God 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Cleave unto the 
Lord your God, as ye have done unto 
this day.” We are exposed always to 
danger of losing the warmth of love 
toward God. Especially in days when 
the vigor of faith wanes, and the love 
toward God grows weak. We all need 
to be exhorted daily lest we become 
hardened through the deceitfulness of 
sin. The word “cleave” is most ex- 
pressive. It means “stick fast to God”; 
hold God’s faithfulness. Have you be- 
lieved? Keep right on trusting God. 
Pray for the Family Altar League, 52 
W. Washington St., Chicago 2. 


Wed.—Joshua 23:12-16. Do Not Disobey. 

PraYER SuGcesTions: “Snares and traps 
... and thorns in your eyes.” Disobe- 
dience to God is always costly to our- 
selves, to others, and to God: The bleed- 
ing of the Saviour was made necessary 
by past, present, and future sins of man- 
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kind. It injures others who are worse 
off for our being so, and brings sorrows 
more than can be named to our own 
souls. Sin is like bait in a soul trap; 
and its efforts are like captivity and 
thorns in eyes. It is a bitter and evil 
thing to depart from the living God. 
Pray for Scripture Press, 434 S, Wabash 
Ave., Chicago 5. 
Thurs.—Joshua 24:5-13. God’s Past Care. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Your eyes have 
seen what I have done in Egypt: and 
ye dwelt in the wilderness a long sea- 
son. And I brought you into the land.” 
Thus did Joshua remind all Israel, and 
the heads and officers with them, of 
God’s loving favor to them His Chosen 
People. Consideration of the history of 
God’s benefits leads to thanksgiving. 
This is a prerequisite to adoration of 
God. “Forget not all his benefits.” Call 
to mind the former mercies and own the 
kindness of your gracious God. Pray 
for Piedmont Bible School, 716 Franklin 
St.. Winston-Salem 4, N, C. 


Fri.—Joshua 24:15-18. The People Choose. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Choose you this 
day whom ye will serve.” The people 
promised to serve the Lord. They per- 
formed their promise all the days of 
Joshua, and also all the days of the 
elders that outlived Joshua. But the 
Book of Judges sadly records their griev- 
ous departure from God. Let us not be 
too hard on them, for there are signs 
of appalling spiritual decadence among 
us. Judged by the principles and prac- 
tices which are after godliness, we, to- 
day, have reason to mourn and weep. 
Pray for the Evangelical Alliance Mis- 
sion, 2839 W. McLean Ave., Chicago 47. 


Sat.—Joshua 24:29-31. Joshua’s Death. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Joshua the son 
of Nun, the servant of the Lord, died, be- 
ing an hundred and ten years old.” Thus 
briefly does the pen of inspiration re- 
cord the end of the earthly life of 
Joshua, who was, as Moses wrote, “full 
of the spirit of wisdom” (Deut. 34:9). 
All we read about Joshua is good. Like 
Demetrius, Joshua “hath good report of 
all men, and of the truth itself . . . and 
ye know that our record is true” (3 John 
12). Pray for South China Boat Mission, 
Box 428, Chicago 90. 


Sun.—Psalm 44:1-8. God the Deliverer. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “Our fathers have 
told us, what work thou didst in their 
days, in the times of old.” The God of 
ur fathers wants to be our God. It is 
a grand thing when a soul can truly 
say, “Thou art my King, O God: com- 
mand deliverances” (v. 4). Revival in 
our times must be upon the same terms 
as were Israel’s victories over their foes, 
His “right arm” is still as strong as of 
old. Let us beseech Him to be favorable 
unto us. Pray for the needed greater 
work of the Spirit of God in Christian 
homes, and for a work of faith with 
power in congregations, 
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S. ZS We have the new loose 

leaf as well as 35 other 

styles to choose from. 

Write for catalog describing Scofields and sloper o cases 
to fit. FOWLERS, 113 Main, Hamburg, New 












The Superintendent’s Guide 


The 36th edition—a handy pocket- 
size volume for an all-the-year- 
round aid and assistant. Special 
helps for each Sunday, suggestions 
for special days, and extra features. 
Semi-fiexible binding, 92 pages, 
2% x 5% inches. 50 cents. Write 


American Sunday-School Union 
1816 Chestnut Street 
Philadelphi 









IN THE NEWS! 


Pocket-size, quick digest 
form, treasury of pre-millennial, prophetic 
truth in relation to significant world events. 
Vital spiritual food. Edited by Drs. Keith 
L. Brooks and V. C, Oltrogge, board of 
special consultants, representatives in many 
lands. $1 bill for 10 mo. trial. (Year in 
U.S. $1.20; foreign $1.35.) 

Ask information about the League’s world-wide 
free distribution of vital Bible study material. 
AMERICAN PROPHETIC LEAGUE, INC. 
Box BB, Eagle Rock, Los Angeles 41, Calif. 














When answering advertisements, will you 
please mention The Sunday School Times? 











Yes, your pupils can see how 
Biblical incidents happened — 
when you use colorful SUEDE- 
GRAPHS on your flannelboard. 
And, because they see, they 
will remember! That's why 
Bible stories mean so 

much more when you 

tell chem with 
SUEDE-GRAPHS. 


ge 


TODAY 


TPP eee seer eeeeeereeeseeeeeeeeeeeseeds 


\ 


\ CHRISTMAS. ...4 scenes: shepherds/in ~ 
f field, Mary and Joseph at manger, shepherds 
"\ at manger, wise men. 
_ DAVID AND THE GIANT...5 scenes: 
Goliath's challenge, David oh home, ¢ 
Divid in Israelites’ camp, David accapet: 
challenge, Goliath's death. S 
THE LORD’S PRAYER.. ‘ABible lefsoan 
ory aid for children. Symbols, word cx rds 
Pak a ‘debts’ and * ‘trespasses™” a : 
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DR. WILLIAM WARD AYER, Moody °19, 
is at present engaged in an evangelistic ministry. 
For more than 25 years he pastored some of 
the great churches in this country, including 
New York City’s famed Calvary Baptist. 
He has also carried on successful radio and 


writing ministries for many years 


“My career 



















“I was converted in my early twenties 
during a Billy Sunday campaign, but my 
godly mother had given me to the Lord at 
birth and had declared I would be her 
minister. But how could I ever become a 
preacher? [| had had little schooling, pos- 
sessed no talent for Christian work, and 


was completely ignorant of the Bible. 


“A certain Miss Cruz, a Moody graduate 
who had led my sister to Christ, wrote 
Dr. P. B. Fitzwater (Director of the Pastors 
Course, but at that time registrar), asking 
him if the Institute would accept me. | 


received a sympathetic and understanding 


AN INTERESTING PICTURE BOOK ..- of 
student life at Moody Bible Institute 
is yours for the asking. With it you'll 





receive a catalog, which gives a complete and detailed 
description of the courses at this well-known Bible 
school—the school that gave Dr. William Ward Ayer 
the foundation for a successful Christian career 


Address Office of Admissions, Room S 818 





began with a letter...” 


letter from him. He declared that if I felt 
I was called of God to be a minister, the 
Institute would give me Bible training and 
start me on the road to full-time Christian 


service. 


“T entered MBI in 1917, and an entire new 
world was opened to me—a world of Bible 
knowledge, Christian service, of Christ and 
the Holy Spirit’s power. While I later 
attended both college and seminary, I can 
honestly say that for whatever suecess ve 
had as an evangelist, pastor, radio broad- 
easter and author, I owe most to Moody 
Bible Institute.” 


MOODY 


BIBLE INSTITUTE 

820 N. La Salle Street, Chicago 10, Illinois 
Dr. William Culbertson, president 

Dr. S. Maxwell Coder, dean 
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